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Sparring at the Well 
by Kenneth L. Gibble 
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spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth. 
These are deeply significant sayings; Christians 
have treasured them and found them rich in 
meaning, challenge, and comfort for centuries. 
It's easy to overlook both the setting for these 
statements as well as the character of the 
woman, who is never even named. Both seem 
to be of minor importance, almost irrelevant. 
The woman herself may strike us as not very 
bright, time and again missing the spiritual 
point of Jesus' remarks; he has to explain 
patiently to her what he really means. 
I begin with confession. I plead guilty to the 
sin that plagues all too many who read the 
Bible frequently. It's the sin of being-contented-
with-the-obvious. 
Case in point—the story of Jesus and the 
woman at the well recorded in chapter 4 of 
John's Gospel. It's a familiar story, maybe too 
familiar for most of us. Jesus, in conversation 
with the Samaritan woman, offers several pro-
found spiritual truths and utters such mo-
mentous statements as: 
Whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give him will never thirst . . . God is 
But a closer look at the story 
reveals some surprises. The Samari-
tan woman is clever, witty. She con-
verses with Jesus as an equal, even 
banters with him. 
What makes this so astounding is 
that women simply were not sup-
posed to do that kind of thing in 
those days. The rabbis counseled 
Jewish men: "Let no one talk with a 
woman in the street, no, not with his 
own wife." In addition, the woman 
was a Samaritan, and Jews had no 
dealings with Samaritans. Their 
ancestry was mixed, "corrupted" the 
Jews of that time would have said. 
How amazed the woman must 
have been when Jesus said, "Give me 
a drink." The predictable response 
on her part would have been to do as 
he told her without question, keep-
ing her eyes averted as was consid-
ered proper for someone of her 
status. 
But not this woman! She bursts 
out, "How can you, a Jew, ask for a 
drink from me, a woman of Sa-
maria?" 
This was unthinkable imperti-
nence. But Jesus does not rebuke 
her, nor does he answer her ques-
tion. Instead he initiates a verbal 
joust, a battle of wits that is simply 
astonishing. He baits her: "If only 
you knew what God gives, and who 
it is that is asking you for a drink, 
you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water." 
It's the kind of thing you say to peo-
ple when you want to get a rise out of 
them. 
She takes up the challenge. With 
good-natured brashness she asks 
Jesus who he thinks he is, anyway. 
I find it interesting that in both the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant 
traditions, verses 16, 17 and 18 are 
omitted from the lectionary (Scrip-
ture lessons read in public worship). 
I think I understand why. If this pas-
sage is read in the traditional way, 
with sober attention given to the 
profound spiritual statements of 
Jesus, then it's hard to know what to 
do with verses 16 through 18. They 
contain a reference to the woman's 
relations with men. To the pious, 
these words show both the woman 
and Jesus in a somewhat unfavora-
ble light and certainly include no 
great spiritual truths. 
But with our new reading of the 
story, these verses are absolutely 
essential . . . and delightful. Up to 
this point the woman has been match-
ing Jesus quip for quip. Now we can 
almost see the twinkle in his eye. 
With absolutely no warning he says, 
"Go home, call your husband and 
come back." There seems no good 
explanation for this comment other 
than as an attempt by Jesus to score 
a telling point in their verbal duel. 
His remark hits home. Her breezy, 
semi-sarcastic manner evaporates. 
"I have no husband," she says quick-
ly. Too quickly. Jesus immediately 
follows up his advantage. "You've 
had five husbands, and the man 
you're living with now . . ." 
Acontented-with-the-obvious read-
ing of these words might lead us to 
suppose Jesus was condemning the 
woman on the grounds of immoral-
ity. It's likely he did not approve of 
her living arrangements, but there 
isn't a hint here that he's making a 
judgment. I hear a chuckle in his 
voice, almost as if he is thinking: that 
ought to hold her for awhile. 
She must have been completely 
taken aback. How on earth could he 
have known about all that? But she 
recovers her equilibrium quickly. 
She does what all good debaters do 
when they're in trouble—she changes 
the subject. And she even manages 
to regain the flippancy she had lost 
for a moment. "So you're a prophet. 
All right, then, where is the right 
place to worship, here on the moun-
tain like we Samaritans say, or in 
Jerusalem where the Jews insist?" 
Jesus cannot help getting in a jab 
at what he considers the blindness of 
the Samaritans' religion. "You wor-
ship with your eyes shut; we Jews 
worship with our eyes open, for the 
salvation of mankind will come from 
us." It is another comment best seen 
as part of the verbal game they are 
playing. 
Suddenly Jesus changes his tack. 
We can imagine his face losing the 
half-smile it has worn and assuming 
a thoughtful, faraway look. "The 
time is coming and already is here 
when true worshipers won't concern 
themselves with where to worship, 
but will worship God as God ought 
to be worshiped, by the power of the 
Spirit." 
The woman flows with his shift. 
She introduces the subject of the 
Messiah, for whom both Jews and 
Samaritans looked. "I know the 
Messiah is coming and he will tell us 
everything." What prompted her to 
say that? Perhaps it was what Jesus 
The woman at the well was not afraid 
to come up against new ideas, to have 
her most cherished notions challenged. 
And when she found something good, 
she did not keep it to herself. 
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had said or perhaps it was the way he 
said it. We cannot know. Neither 
can we know how the conversation 
might have gone from there, for now 
the disciples return and, though they 
say nothing, their suspicion and dis-
approval of their master conversing 
with this Samaritan in skirts are all 
too obvious. 
She can read their thoughts. She 
leaves so quickly she forgets her 
water jar. And when she reaches the 
town, she tells everybody, "Come 
and see a man who told me every-
thing I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?" She isn't convinced, even 
though Jesus had told her he was the 
Messiah. It could well be he had said 
it with that twinkle in his eye again. 
That would have been just like him. 
So much of the time we drive a 
wedge between the holy and the pro-
fane. We compartmentalize our 
existence: religious matters here, 
family affairs there, work concerns 
over there. One thing we gain from 
the story of Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman is the truth that God will not 
let us divide life into neat categories. 
God will not permit us to make faith 
a pure, sober and therefore irrele-
vant piece of life. In the earthy story 
from the Gospel, Jesus is one mo-
ment twitting the woman about her 
love life and the next moment pro-
claiming his remarkable insights 
about true worship of God. 
And there is something else, some-
thing the woman shows us. She was 
not afraid to risk being put down. 
She also was not afraid to come up 
against new ideas, to have her most 
cherished notions challenged. And 
when she found something good, she 
did not keep it to herself. She did not 
wait until she had all the answers. 
Her message to her neighbors was 
one of mixed hope and doubt: 
"Could this be the Messiah?' 
The footnote to the story indicates 
just how powerful the sharing of her 
experience was. "Many Samaritans 
of that town came to believe in him 
because of the woman's testimony." 
Who could have predicted that? 
A frequent contributor to the Visitor, 
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Representatives of the Brethren in 
Christ met in General Conference 
for the 109th time July 5-10 under 
the banner, "Energized to Evange-
lize." Lodged in the halls of Mc Mas-
ter University in Hamilton, Ont., the 
body of delegates, pastors, and guests 
convened on Saturday afternoon to 
begin a series of sessions which 
would serve to both inform and 
inspire. 
Smiles were prevalent. For some, 
the conference renewed old acquain-
tances and was a comfortable return 
of pleasant past experiences. For 
others, the first day or two were large-
ly spent in becoming acclimated to 
dorm rooms and dining hall; to 
learning the meaning of motions, 
amendments, and first and second 
readings; to appreciating the blend 
of seriousness and humor coming 
from the podium; and to facing the 
fear of quick decisions. (One wonders 
how many first-time delegates had 
been warned to meticulously study 
their agenda before Conference; to 
make a tentative decision on each 
report and recommendation; to be 
ready to change his or her mind in a 
twinkling of an eye, depending on 
how debate went; and then to be 
exposed in that on-the-spot decision 
by a hand or standing vote.) Yet 
smiles prevailed. Each person seemed 
to sense that in this gathering was 
real proof of Christ's love. Despite 
sweltering heat and soreness from 
sitting, most seemed eager to prove 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 
From this base of oneness in 
Christ emerged the central focus of 
General Conference: "Energized to 
Evangelize." The black and white 
logo, introduced to the brotherhood 
months before through the Visitor 
and other means, hung before the 
assembly on the gymnasium wall. 
The visual impact was soon super-
ceded by words and actions which 
supported the theme. Those who 
eventually packed suitcases and de-
parted for home on Thursday took 
with them an exciting message of 
hope—the brothers and sisters, 
thanks to inspiring leadership, are 
indeed energized to go "goodnews-
ing" all around the world. 
Each person seemed 
to sense that in 
this gathering was 
real proof of Christ's 
love. From this base 
emerged the central 
focus: "Energized 
to Evangelize." 
Looking at the various activities 
of Conference can give insight about 
why the theme was effectively pro-
jected to the people. Saturday night 
was a time for footwashing and 
communion. The question on the 
minds of first-timers had to be, how 
do 600-plus people accomplish foot-
washing? The answer was plain: in 
typical Brethren in Christ style— 
with order, quiet dignity, and true 
caring. The footwashing service il-
luminated the desire of Conference 
members to humbly serve each other. 
Yet, as people washed the feet of 
persons they perhaps had never met 
before, this became a symbol of a 
reaching out beyond the familiar, 
the comfortable. The idea of self-
sacrificing service, given without re-
ward, began to form a mindset for 
evangelism at the very beginning of 
Conference. Testimonies during the 
service spoke of changed, redeemed 
lives, the fruit of evangelistic work. 
Pastor Gordon Gooderham brought 
the worship to a climax in his com-
munion meditation on the passage, 
"I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and his 
train filled the temple." First we 
worship, said Gooderham, then we 
serve. 
Some Conference goers chose to 
attend area Brethren in Christ 
churches on Sunday morning. Many 
others bussed or carpooled to Kitch-
ener for the Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ Bicentennial service of cele-
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bration. Ron Sider spoke on "Return-
ing to Our Roots," reminiscing of 
the faith and fervor of those first 
Anabaptists who entered Canada 
and started churches. The thousands 
worshiping in the hockey arena that 
morning were a testament to the 
faithfulness of prior generations. The 
multitude sang in one accord under 
talented direction. First Corinthians 
3:11 was recited in several languages— 
a foreshadowing of Grace Holland's 
question in her Monday theme ser-
mon, "Can God only be fully praised 
when he is praised in every lan-
guage?" The Kitchener service gave 
persons a vision for the power and 
potential of the gospel. 
Sunday was the hottest day in 
Hamilton in forty years. So reports 
the Conference Crier published daily 
by a very busy Beth Mark and the 
office staff. Sunday afternoon began 
with a banner processional and award-
ing of prizes. The top honor went to 
the Rosebank, Kans., congregation 
in the Midwest Conference. The 
banners, designed on the themes of 
Cooperative Ministries and Ener-
gized to Evangelize, illustrated the 
wealth of effort and talent in opera-
tion across the brotherhood. So did 
the drama, "Sentence of Honor," 
depicting the early struggles and 
family life of E. J. Swalm. 
The Sunday evening Conference 
Rally started with a hymn festival, 
which included a guest appearance 
by Canadian hymnwriter Margaret 
Clarkson. In the Conference sermon 
(printed in its entirety in the July 
Visitor), John Hawbaker stressed 
that because all power and glory 
belong to Christ, our excuses are 
exposed. If God reigns in our hearts, 
we will evangelize. 
On Monday, Grace Holland 
moved Conference to a different 
perception of missions. She said that 
throughout the Bible it is clear that 
"the nations are on God's mind." 
She urged the church to view nations 
in terms of "people groups" rather 
than in terms of geographical bound-
aries. Grace said that 17,000 such 
Some of the church-planting pastoral 
couples who lined the front of the audito-
rium Monday evening. 
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groups still have no church reaching 
them. The job is far from finished. 
Toronto alone, she said, has 105 dif-
ferent groups. Our task is not to win 
every person, but to introduce the 
gospel to each group so that they can 
be evangelized by their own. Mrs. 
Holland urged the church to adopt a 
wartime lifestyle. She proposed 
"loose-change fellowships"—the 
amount we empty from our pockets 
every night would fund untold mis-
sionary efforts. Her message chal-
lenged Conference to a new aware-
ness and a new excitement in the joy 
of obedience. 
On Monday, business sessions re-
sumed in earnest. (See additional 
reporting in this issue.) In the eve-
ning, Dale Shaw sponsored the re-
port of the Board for Evangelism 
and Church Planting (BECP). Four-
teen church-planting pastors and 
their spouses lined the front of the 
room. Each was invited to say a 
word. Keith Ulery from Hershey, 
A first-time delegate testifies of his recent 
conversion during the Communion 
Service. 
Pa., claimed to have the "sweetest" 
church, while others gave witness to 
their work from Texas to Canada, 
from Georgia to California. The 
presence of these courageous pastors 
gave Conference a sense of partici-
pation in the church-planting effort. 
Later in the week, Conference 
also had an opportunity tp share 
tangibly in the BECP efforts. With 
great distress the board reported a 
$150,000 indebtedness. When it be-
came clear to the body that the 
indebtedness was a matter of grief 
and concern to the whole brother-
hood, a special offering was pro-
posed for Wednesday night. Through 
skillful preparation by Lester Fretz 
and others, and through much pray-
er, Conference came to feel the 
responsibility to help eliminate the 
problem. On Monday afternoon, a 
$21,000 gift had been presented to 
the BECP as part of the distribution 
of a lifetime gift annuity by Danny 
and Ruth Keefer. Then, during the 
course of Conference, an anony-
mous matching gift of up to $50,000 
was offered. The Board for Congre-
gational Life met and decided to 
contribute $1,000 of board funds. 
And the Wednesday evening rally, 
with a goal of raising $50,000, pro-
duced an offering of $61,852 in cash 
and commitments. Moderator Al-
derfer stood on Thursday morning 
to say, "We DID Cooperative Min-
istry!" General Conference rejoiced 
together at the potential of vision 
plus leadership plus sacrifice. 
Also significant in the BECP re-
port were three recommendations: 
(1) that we commit ourselves to 
evangelize cross-culturally in North 
America, (2) that the General Con-
ference affirm the use of the GRADE 
program (Growth Resulting After 
Discipleship Evangelism), and (3) 
that the church affirm the "Deter-
mine to Double in a Decade" goal 
(January 1986-December 1995). 
Four pastors stood to testify about 
the revolutionary influence the 
GRADE program has had on their 
churches. In regard to doubling our 
size in a decade, the question was 
asked, "What has gone wrong since 
the concept was first adopted more 
than ten years ago?" After some dis-
cussion, the recommendation to re-
new our determination was adopted. 
Some spoke to the need of the rest of 
the brotherhood to join the 56 con-
gregations which have embraced the 
goal, claiming the power of God to 
accomplish it in each congregation. 
By the time the Tuesday after-
noon workshops came, it was diffi-
cult not to be thinking in terms of 
outreach. Over half of the work-
shops were about evangelism, church 
growth, and missions. Attenders went 
away with positive and practical 
ideas to take back to their home 
congregation. 
Herb Anderson charmed Confer-
ence Tuesday morning with his theme 
sermon, "Mandate—Make Disci-
ples." Recounting stories of his fam-
ily adventures and his recent Con-
ference tennis endeavors, he said, 
"In tennis, 'love' is nothing; but in 
Sunday morning Bicentennial celebra-
tions at Kitchener. Insert: Ron J. Sider 
brings the morning message. 
evangelism, love is everything." He 
warned Conference goers to plant 
the right kind of seeds. 
As he did after each theme ser-
mon, Bishop Ralph Wenger urged 
delegates to gather in small groups 
to discuss implications of the sermon 
for their daily lives. As these groups 
prayed, they sensed shared struggles, 
shared visions, and a common desire 
across the brotherhood to "make 
disciples." Some came away realiz-
ing that more needed to be done, 
that each delegate has a responsibil-
ity to carry the evangelistic fervor of 
General Conference back to local 
congregations. 
Tuesday morning's presentation 
by the Board for Congregational 
Life (BCL) reflected the imaginative 
work being done by this board in 
striving to strengthen areas of con-
gregational life. Using a puzzle theme, 
the board sought to describe the 
many ministries that can fit together. 
While the board may not deal direct-
ly with evangelism, it was pointed 
out that we all should seek to "close 
the back door" of our churches. The 
effectiveness of our programs in 
terms of Christian education, wor-
ship, fellowship, and service all in-
fluence how we project ourselves to 
a lost world and to each other. 
The BCL had the major responsi-
bility for children and youth pro-
gramming at Conference. The youth 
theme, "Charged Up to Charge Out," 
(Left): A first for General 
Conference—videotaping of 
all sessions by Charles Wyant 
(Calif.) and his crew. Details 
on how to obtain a copy will 
appear in a later issue of the 
Visitor. (Right): Owen Alder-
fer, Moderator. 
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Don Shafer (right), General Secretary, 
with recording secretaries Craig Sider 
(center) and David Zercher. 
a paraphrase of the Conference 
theme, was enthusiastically shared 
on the floor during one session as the 
teens sang their theme song of the 
same title. Many devoted children's 
workers spent long hours loving and 
nurturing the children of delegates 
and guests. While Conference was 
debating evangelism, the children 
and youth workers were practicing 
it. 
On Tuesday afternoon, Wilmer 
Heisey spoke on behalf of the Board 
for Media Ministries. He pointed 
out how the board originated be-
cause of a felt need to communicate 
the gospel by means of the printed 
page, and how the lifespan of the 
board has paralleled that of the 
Board for World Missions. Heisey 
stressed that every family in the 
Brethren in Christ Church should 
have at least 10 copies of Morris 
Sider's booklet Who Are the Breth-
ren in Christ? as a tool for visitation. 
Visitor editor Glen Pierce noted 
three of the magazine's goals: enhanc-
ing communica t ion within the 
church, encouraging faith and disci-
pleship, and highlighting areas where 
the gospel is a "cutting edge" in our 
society. Roger Williams and his wife 
Margaret were introduced after his 
confirmation as executive director 
for the board. 
Throughout Conference, the Bible 
Book Nook in St. Catherines, Ont., 
sister to the Christian Light Book-
stores, provided literature for pur-
chase. Among the new publications 
presented at General Conference 
were the Sider book (mentioned 
previously); The Threshold Is High 
by Doyle Book, a story of Brethren 
in Christ missions in Japan; and 
20th Century Tentmaker, an auto-
biography by Paul W. McBeth. All 
three books have an evangelistic 
flavor. 
For some observers, enthusiasm 
for evangelism peaked on Tuesday 
night during the Board for World 
Missions presentation. The presence 
of a Japanese delegation and Bishop 
Ndlovu of Zimbabwe already had 
Other Conference business items 
• Conference affirmed the Board of Administration's (BOA) decision on 
Phase II of Renewal 2000: "to focus on spiritual renewal along with a review 
and a new statement of the doctrinal section of the Manual of Doctrine and 
Government." Also confirmed were the members of the task force named by 
BOA to implement this process over the next number of years. 
• Three changes to the Messiah College Covenant were brought to Confer-
ence by BOA. Two sections were adopted as presented, relating to the proce-
dure for naming denominational representatives to any future presidential 
selection committee, and how the denomination determines its funding level for 
the college. However, the section outlining a change in the way denominational 
representatives are named to the Board of Trustees was not adopted, thus 
returning the item for renegotiation between BOA and the college. 
• Delegates approved creation of a new Board for Stewardship, which will 
replace the current Commission on Stewardship and Finance. The new board 
will be composed of the General Conference Moderator, the General Secretary, 
the General Treasurer, a Director of Stewardship, a Director of Finance, and 
one member at large. BOA was authorized to fully implement the change, 
including selection of personnel, by the summer of 1987. 
• Approval was given to a policy outlining procedures for the transferal of 
credentials for ministers joining the denomination, as well as adoption of a 
policy statement for congregations wishing to affiliate with the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
• A number of administrative appointments were confirmed: 
Merle E. Brubaker - Personnel Secretary 
Harold B. Chubb - General Treasurer 
Eber B. Dourte - Executive Director, Bd. for Brotherhood Concerns 
Ira M. Eyster - Executive Director, Planned Giving 
Lester C. Fretz - Executive Director, Stewardship (Canada) 
Glenn A. Ginder - Executive Director, Bd. for Ministry and Doctrine 
Paul E. Hostetler - Associate Director, Stewardship (U.S.) 
S. Lane Hostetter - General Manager, Christian Light Bookstores 
Kenneth Letner - Executive Director, Bd. for Congregational Life 
R. Dale Shaw - Executive Director, Bd. for Evangelism and Church Planting 
E. Morris Sider - Church Archivist 
Roy V. Sider - Overseas Secretary, Bd. for World Missions 
Roger Williams - Executive Director, Bd. for Media Ministries 
Donald R. Zook - Executive Director, Bd. for World Missions 
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given Conference a "world Chris-
tian" outlook. Executive Director 
Donald R. Zook and Secretary of 
Overseas Ministries Roy V. Sider 
were confirmed for another four 
years, after which the board asked 
for authorization to open missions 
in Pretoria, Malawi, Spain (related 
article below), Thailand, Mexico, 
and to internationals in North 
America. To heighten the mood, 
Michael Blouse, new pastor from 
the Summit View congregation in 
Pennsylvania, testified of his enthu-
siasm about the new church plant-
ings and missions fields. Referring to 
his past in another denomination 
and their track record on outreach, 
he said, "I thank God that I am a 
Brethren in Christ today." 
Dale Shaw spoke plainly in his 
Wednesday theme sermon, "Going, 
Baptizing, Teaching," to challenge 
the church to better evangelism. He 
urged congregations to equip their 
people for going and teaching, to 
have a plan for evangelization of 
their community, to learn how to 
lead individuals to Christ, and to 
train them to be reproductive Chris-
tians. 
Some of the most heated debate 
Dan Deyhle interprets for the two repre-
sentatives from Japan. 
came on Wednesday morning and 
afternoon after the heat and humid-
ity of previous days had been swept 
away from the area by showers. The 
debate touched the question of moral 
qualifications of pastors and was 
initiated by a statement by the Board 
for Ministry and Doctrine (revised 
from what appeared in the Agenda), 
which read in part: "The Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine is wrestling 
with several issues. At every meeting 
we have discussed divorce and re-
marriage as it applies to ministers. 
. . . The BMD and the Board of 
Bishops in joint session agreed that 
any person in the Brethren in Christ 
Church who is divorced and remar-
ried during the time he/she is hold-





During the Board for World Missions' report to 
Conference Tuesday evening, Caesar Vidal brought 
greetings from a congregation he pastors in Madrid, 
Spain. 
A lawyer by vocation and formerly an active 
leader of the Jehovah's Witnesses, his life was 
changed several years ago as he read in the book of 
Romans. About four years ago he felt a calling to 
begin a church in a working class area in southern 
Madrid. "My idea," he reported, "was to plant a 
community based on the principles of piety and radi-
cal discipleship; a body of believers offering a testi-
mony of peace within a nation afflicted by terrorism 
and with a past of many civil wars; . . . a commit-
ted church expressing solidarity to the Third World; 
a community anxious to preach the Gospel of the 
Kingdom to every creature." 
He recalled how difficult the first months were, 
"yet before the end of the year there were five persons 
baptized. Since then we have established a contact 
with the government to obtain the status of conscien-
tious Objectors. With the Lord's blessings we ob-
tained it—a first in the history of Spain." 
The fellowship meets in Vidal's home and in a 
mission hall. They are considered a radical Christian 
community (that is, one that deviates from the estab-
lished church in Spain), with a thrust toward strong 
discipleship. 
Vidal encountered the writings of Ronald J. Sider 
and then sought to make a contact with Anabaptist 
churches through the Mennonite World Conference 
Directory. In 1984 correspondence began between 
Vidal and Don Shafer, General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ, then with Roy Sider, Secretary of 
Overseas Ministries, who visited Spain in 1985. 
"When our church was a year and a half old, we 
considered the possibility of joining a denomination 
which shared our vision on discipleship, a witness of 
peace, care for needy people, commitment to evange-
lism, etc.," Vidal continued. "We were not concerned 
with that denomination's economic or numeric 
power; what for us was transcendent was that this 
group should be looking for a life of complete obe-
dience to the teaching of the New Testament. We feel 
the Brethren in Christ Church is what we have been 
looking for." 
Conference approved a continued dialogue with 
this group of believers in Spain, adopting the follow-
ing recommendation:". . . that the Board for World 
Missions be granted permission to pursue this possi-
bility [of a working relationship] and, if the Holy 
Spirit leads all parties concerned toward affiliation, 
the Board for World Missions be authorized to 
include this group as an integral part of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions and the International Breth-
ren in Christ Fellowship." 
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A scene from "Sentence of Honor." 
disciplined with a one-year suspen-
sion of credentials before reinstate-
ment is considered. Individual cir-
cumstances will be considered in 
determination of resolution of the 
case." 
During the ensuing discussion, 
Luke Keefer Jr., regretting that the 
issue of divorce and remarriage was 
again being debated on the floor of 
conference, said that the policy was 
not one more step in permissiveness, 
but rather an implementation of the 
actions of four prior Conferences. 
The boards were merely trying to 
call people to accountability by es-
tablishing a workable policy. The re-
port passed, but because of intense 
concern, subsequent action commit-
ted the issue of the utilization of 
divorced and remarried pastors to 
the Board of Administration for 
further study. 
Other discussion concerning the 
BMD report regarded transferral of 
ministers into the denomination, 
commitment to core courses for 
ministers, and the appropriateness 
of women in ministry. Inquiry was 
made from the floor about promo-
tion of pastoral ministries in the 
local congregations, and whether 
any study has been done recently 
about a Brethren in Christ seminary. 
Glenn Ginder answered the latter 
question by saying that a major 
study is forthcoming. The spirit of 
the discussions relating to the Board 
for Ministry and Doctrine seemed to 
indicate dedication to the goal of 
morally and educationally well-equip-
ped pastors who will effectively com-
municate the gospel. 
In addition to the special offering 
noted above, the Wednesday eve-
ning Conference Rally included per-
sonal witness, music by Toni Ander-
son, and an enthusiastic message by 
Dr. Robert Coleman, author of 
Master Plan of Evangelism. Follow-
ing the rally, the first "All Star Quiz" 
was held (the quiz playoffs having 
Among the many "behind the scenes" 
workers were those leading the children's 
and youth activities. 
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/ 
been completed in the afternoon— 
see page 15.) In a close match, the 
Canadian-Allegheny team beat the 
Atlantic-Central team. 
In an attempt to complete busi-
ness by noon, the Thursday morning 
session started a half hour early, 
with about an hour of business 
before Walter Winger's theme ser-
mon. Speaking on "I Will Be With 
You Always," Pastor Winger called 
delegates to view Christ not only as 
burden-bearer, but also as our 
authority. We have the clear teach-
ing and example of Christ as our 
"guiding stars," he noted. He also 
emphasized that before we can min-
ister to others, we must be willing to 
be ministered to ourselves. 
Concluding business included an-
nouncing the results of two earlier 
elections: Glen Ginder was elected 
Moderator and Morris Sider was 
chosen Assistant Moderator of the 
1988 General Conference, scheduled 
for July 2-7 at Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity in Southern California. Thank 
you and farewell messages included 
recognition of some of the many 
dedicated workers who worked be-
hind the scenes to make Conference 
run smoothly. 
Impressive as were the leadership 
and logistics of this biennial meeting 
of the Brethren in Christ, the indeli-
ble memories will likely be of how 
the Holy Spirit used persons and 
events to motivate the church to 
greater dedication to the Great Com-
mission. The delegates, it seemed, 
were truly "energized to evange-
lize."—Helen Johns 
Lotteries, pornography, abortion—three 
resolutions debated, then passed by Conference 
"This Conference is characterized 
by a desire to deal with significant 
issues." That was the observation of 
Moderator Owen Alderfer on Tues-
day afternoon as another major busi-
ness item was about to be brought 
for consideration. 
And there were a number of sig-
nificant topics on the agenda, includ-
ing three "position statements" on 
societal problems. 
Government-operated lotteries 
A resolution on government-oper-
ated lotteries was brought to Con-
ference by the Commission on Stew-
ardship and Finance. Some dele-
gates sought to broaden the state-
ment to speak to broader issues of 
gambling; however, that amendment 
was lost. Others were concerned that 
the statement was not accompanied 
by supportive documentation, and 
called for the development of a more 
complete statement on the subject. 
The way government lotteries af-
fect all of our lives was illustrated by 
a delegate from California, who rose 
to question original wording of the 
statement which called for church 
members to refrain from "any in-
volvement" which supports govern-
ment-operated lotteries. He noted 
that a major portion of his salary as 
a public school teacher is funded by 
law by the California state lottery. 
Other delegates referred to states 
where state-operated lotteries help 
to fund low-cost prescription drugs 
for the elderly. The statement was 
amended in an attempt to address 
the matter of Christians approving 
of or participating in government-
sponsored lotteries, leaving unan-
swered for the present questions 
General Conference Resolutions 
Government-Operated Lotteries 
Whereas, government-operated lotteries are potentially 
socially destructive in that they are addictive, foster fan-
tasy values, and make unrealistic promises, and 
Whereas, they are morally destructive in that they 
appeal to covetousness and greed, thereby helping to 
breed crime, and 
Whereas, government-operated lotteries are economi-
cally destructive when they discourage a wholesome work 
ethic and thereby increase poverty, raise the need for 
welfare, and channel money from being used in productive 
business, and 
Whereas, the Brethren in Christ have a concern to 
express their Christian response as good stewards of all 
their resources, we therefore 
Recommend that the members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church refrain from support of government-operated lot-
teries, and we also 
Recommend that the members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church individually and collectively use their influence to 
alert others to the dangers as well as the evils of lotteries, 
and we also 
Recommend that members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church be encouraged to request the appropriate govern-
ment leaders to use alternate ways to raise revenue. 
Pornography 
Whereas, Brethren in Christ have traditionally held fast 
to a scriptural view of the sacredness of human sexuality 
and have abhorred the effects of all destructive influences 
which break down family faithfulness and violate the 
essential respect necessary in all relationships: male-
female, adult-child, and adult-adult, and 
Whereas, Jesus clearly stated the peril of offending little 
ones and because child porno, including sexual murder, is 
on the increase, and 
Whereas, the Scriptures state that we must give an 
account of our stewardship of all resources, including 
those of human personality, and 
Whereas, there is increasing evidence that viewing por-
nography does indeed influence people to commit acts 
which violate the human mind, body, and spirit, and 
Whereas, the Christian Holiness Association, of which 
we are members, has published a resolution on pornog-
raphy (see Evangelical Visitor, August 1984) calling its 
member churches to action, 
Be it resolved, that the Brethren in Christ urge all its 
constituents to support such organizations as the National 
consultation on Pornography, Inc., and 
Be it resolved, that Brethren in Christ everywhere root 
out and confess all violations of personal morality and 
integrity, including the attendance at movies which treat 
sexual relationships as spectator sport and violate the 
scriptural standards of decency and morality, and 
Be it resolved, that we refuse to view programs which 
bring sin and violence into our homes, and 
Be it resolved, that with a redemptive attitude we pro-
test by speaking out, writing, boycotting programs and 
businesses which promote or prosper by these evils, thus 
clarifying our separateness from the world, and our wit-
ness in the world, and 
Be it further resolved, that we commit ourselves to a 
lifestyle of respect for the integrity of all children, women, 
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about what members should do when 
revenues from lotteries make up part 
of their salary or enable them to buy 
prescriptions at lower cost. 
After the statement was adopted, 
a subsequent action requested the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns to 
bring a more comprehensive state-
ment on lotteries and related issues 
to the 1988 General Conference. 
Pornography 
The Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns brought two recommended 
statements to the 1986 General Con-
ference. In sponsorship, Eber Dourte, 
executive director of the board, said 
that some comments had been made 
about some "frontal wording" in the 
statement on pornography. "Let me 
say a word in justification of frontal ' 
words," he continued. "When you 
experience visibly or by hearing what 
pornography is doing, if you don't 
get a little angry . . . I think holi-
ness people dare get angry on occa-
sion . . . then you are spiritually 
anemic." 
Questions of strategy were raised. 
For example, is boycotting an appro-
priate Brethren in Christ response? 
Yes, replied one delegate, noting 
that he had been involved in a com-
munity boycott that was effective 
and had been done in a redemptive 
manner. Convinced that the basic 
strategy outlined in the statement 
was possible, the original wording 
was amended to include the idea of 
protesting "with a redemptive atti-
tude" those businesses which pro-
mote or prosper by pornography. 
Abortion 
The second statement brought by 
the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns was on abortion. Conference 
seemed quite prepared to endorse 
the basic thrust of the statement, but 
again questions were raised about 
some of the language, particularly 
two references to "sex management," 
amending the statement to speak 
instead of "healthy sexuality." In 
addition, a ninth response was added 
to the final section of the statement, 
calling for a ministry to persons who 
have been involved in an abortion. 
and men, following the example of Jesus Christ. Further-
more, 
Whereas, there may be among us persons who, through 
exposure to pornographic materials, have become en-
snared in this corrupting evil, and 
Whereas, persons seeking such release need the ministry 
of the church, 
Be it resolved, that we take appropriate redemptive 
measures to be helpful in bringing about healing, restora-
tion, and wholesome perspectives in these persons. 
Abortion 
We affirm the following guiding principles: 
1. We accept the Bible as God's revelation to us and as 
our guide to faith and conduct. 
2. We believe the Bible teaches that all people are 
created in God's image and that all human life is sacred. 
3. We believe that abortion is wrong because it violates 
the sanctity and value of human life. 
4. Having declared the sanctity of life, we are aware 
that there may be some pregnancies where the right appli-
cation of this biblical principle is not clear. In such situa-
tions, Christians need to counsel with mature believers, 
giving prayerful consideration to appropriate courses of 
action. 
5. Since unwanted pregnancies are often the result of 
improper sexual attitudes and practices, we must apply 
ourselves to more diligence in teaching healthy sexuality. 
Abortion is not an alternative to contraception. 
6. Our concerns and programs on sexuality must 
embrace both the concept of healthy sexual attitudes and 
understandings in marriage as well as appropriate instruc-
tion to youth and singles. The Scriptures are clear both on 
caring family relationships and the wrongs and conse-
quences of premarital and extramarital sexual relation-
ships. 
7. We urge our brotherhood to offer alternatives to 
abortion: counseling services, care of unwed pregnant 
women, adoption services, and loving care. 
8. We call for prayerful support of those who are con-
fronted with hard decisions regarding an unborn baby, 
and a spirit of sensitivity and love toward those with 
differing views and convictions. 
We call for appropriate service responses: 
Experience has shown that some women would not 
have abortions if they knew where there was help and love. 
Such help includes: pregnancy counseling, advice on med-
ical care, a place to live, financial assistance, personal 
encouragement, friendship and support. Giving such help 
could make a difference to the mother and the baby and 
could lead to possible new direction in life. Following are 
some possible action responses: 
1. Develop a "Hope House" to minister to pregnant 
singles. 
2. Provide redemptive counseling ministries to unwed 
fathers. 
3. Provide redemptive counseling ministries to men 
and women who have been involved in abortion. 
4. Discover what agencies near you are giving services 
to unwed pregnant women. 
5. Become a volunteer to assist in these ministries. 
6. Support those raising children in difficult situations. 
7. Promote the biblical teaching that the place for sex-
ual relationships is within marriage, not before or outside 
of marriage; and that people of the other sex are to be 
respected, not dominated, or manipulated or "used." 
8. Affirm the morality of sex. God has spoken on the 
need for commitment which is marriage. Deviation from 
God's standards dare not be sanctioned or condoned. 
9. Promote the principles affirmed in the forepart of 
this statement, giving prayerful consideration to ways in 
which you can apply them in your life setting. 
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My view of Conference... 
It was a good Conference, fittingly 
garbed in video and gadgetry—visuals, 
drama, and artistry. The spiritual tone 
was reflected in the emphasis placed on 
prayer as the only guarantee to bring 
vision to fruition. The prayer period to 
start each day, the prayer concerts after 
the business day, and the times of prayer 
taken on Conference floor to reinforce 
the actions at the time of their enact-
ment became a hallmark for the 1986 
convention. 
Evangelism and church planting to-
gether with mission opportunity were 
viewed as a phenomenon of our times. 
The enthusiasm of the Conference body 
was seen in the endorsement of mission 
adventure into five new nations of the 
world, and in the offering lifted to 
underwrite the $150,000 deficit in the 
operational budget of the Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting. Was 
this enthusiasm accidental, or was it the 
result of these two boards in having bet-
ter communicated their needs to the 
church? Could our shortfall for Coop-
erative Ministries be due to a lack of 
communications? 
True to the Brethren in Christ con-
science concerning the necessity of a 
holy lifestyle, the issues of lotteries, 
abortion, and marriage/divorce excited 
fervent discussion on these matters— 
rightly so. Shall we drift with the cur-
rent, or stem the tide? We perceived our 
mandate from God to be one of redemp-
tively resisting these evils. Continuing 
study and future proposals are necessary. 
Love, longsuffering, forbearance, and 
forgiveness characterized the entire 1986 
Conference, and made it possible for the 
new General Secretary, the moderators, 
and members of the Conference body to 
practice the genius of the Brethren in 
Christ Church—brotherhood. 
Luke L. Keefer, Sr. 
Free Grace congregation 
Millersburg, Pa. 
I enjoyed being a delegate to the 1986 
General Conference. I found the ses-
sions to be both stimulating and chal-
lenging. The debates on various issues 
stimulated my thoughts in directions I 
had not thought of before. I was chal-
lenged anew with the need for introduc-
ing persons in my sphere of contact to 
Jesus, persons who have no eternal hope 
without Him. 
I was impressed again, as in other 
General Conferences, of our unique 
sense of brotherhood. While there were 
differences of opinion expressed, care 
was exhibited that those differences 
were given and received in a spirit of 
love and understanding. 
My concern and desire is that all of 
the delegates and voting members who 
so enthusiastically expressed their sup-
port of recommendations brought to the 
Conference body will take that same 
enthusiasm back home and generate 
support and commitment from our local 
congregations for our denominational 
mandates and goals. 
Carol Thrush 
Fairview Avenue congregation 
Waynesboro, Pa. 
At General Conference, there are for 
me some unchangeables—debates, ser-
mons in a variety of styles, meal lines, 
and short beds (perhaps unique to me). 
The changing is in my world of Chris-
tian friends at General Conference . . . 
people who know my Lord and my 
name, and even something about the 
church I pastor. It is a world of increas-
ing meaning for me. The fact of belong-
ing has always been there; the warm 
reality of it grows for me every two 
years. In belonging to Him I have come 
to belong to you, and I'm grateful. 
Bob Hempy 
Alta Loma, Calif., congregation 
I was heartened by the sense of com-
passion and unity which was sensed 
even in division of thought. The added 
emphasis on prayer was encouraging, 
and I feel had a bearing on the smooth-
ness of business. I still do not think that 
we as a brotherhood realize the tre-
mendous power of prayer. 
I am concerned that too often our 
business has to be rushed and cramped. 
Our inspirational times and fellowship 
are very important, so I suppose this 
tension will always exist. 
My overall feeling is one of exhila-
ration. 
Beth Frey 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
General Conference 1986 was a tre-
mendous time for me. A time to share 
with old and new friends, feel again the 
love and warmth of the brotherhood and 
learn for the first time the procedures of 
Conference. 
I look forward to coming to future 
conferences when the effect of our "Ener-
gized to Evangelize" theme will be evi-
dent as new Brethren in Christ join with 
us. 
Carol Anne Friesen 
Lakeside Community Church 
Calgary, Alberta 
Fellowship is a most significant aspect 
of General Conference. This Conference 
the fellowship was especially warm with 
the heat and humidity at the beginning of 
Conference! Yet, how encouraging it 
was to share with brothers and sisters 
that I had not seen since last Conference; 
some I had not seen for some ten years! 
That was very special. Then all the new 
Brethren in Christ—what a joy to meet 
them! 
The inspiration was tremendous, fo-
cusing on the excellent theme "Energized 
to Evangelize." The sermons were chal-
lenging with good balance between in-
spiration and application. The two drama 
presentations were excellent, especially 
"Sentence of Honor." Since I served in 
alternate service during the Vietnam 
War, I was especially moved, even though 
I've read the story of E. J. Swalm a 
number of times. 
The most encouraging aspect of Con-
ference to me was the thrust into new 
mission fields and the focus upon church 
planting in North America, as the Lord 
has continually burdened me with out-
reach and evangelism. In addition, since 
I will be moving to Calgary, Alberta, in 
six weeks to serve as pastor in a church 
planting that is several years old, I am 
gratified to sense wholehearted support 
of General Conference. 
The humor inserted in the business 
sessions at times was most helpful in eas-
ing the weight of the heavy business. To 
me the best aspect of the general business 
was the repeated comment of our mod-
erator, "It is done!" P.T.L. 
John R. Zuck, Jr. 
Rosebank congregation, Ontario 
This has been a very special, exciting 
time for me. As a first-time delegate, it 
has been great being a part of this pro-
cess, and having a voice in what my 
church says and does. It is tremendous 
to see that the voice of the people is 
heard, and is powerful; that we are not 
simply living under the dictates of dis-
tant authorities. 
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Youth activities at General Conference 
While the business sessions were underway, the youth (some 110 of those energetic 
future leaders) were in a fast-paced program of their own. Following the theme of 
Conference, "Energized to Evangelize," the youth's theme was "Charged Up to 
Charge Out." In the photo above, some of the teens introduce their theme in one of 
the business sessions. 
A full week of charged-up activities directed the teenagers to understand their need 
to get involved in reaching others for Christ. 
Activities ranged from a concert, special speakers, sports, and a pizza party all the 
way to Bible quizzing. Congratulations to Lancaster, Pa., and Springvale, Ont., for 
providing us a U.S./Canadian playoff. (See the separate article on quizzing.) 
Thanks to all who participated in helping our youth program go well, and thank 
you, teens, for your participation. See you in 1988 in California.—Brian Loft house, 
Youth Director. 
The entire Conference has been an 
affirmation of my belief that we are a 
people who sincerely desire to serve 
Jesus Christ, and who are committed to 
personal involvement in building the 
Kingdom. In spite of our differences, I 
have been impressed by the attitude of 
genuine love and care for one another 
that has prevailed. Even in the busyness 
of the business at hand, we often took 
time to pray for one another and our 
concerns. We practiced our commit-




The word "stretching" is the best 
word I can use for a description of Gen-
eral Conference 1986—the heat stretched 
our endurance, but all in all it was com-
fortable and things convenient, though 
expensive (had to stretch our dollars, 
too). 
The Brethren in Christ have stretched 
themselves in outreach and we are see-
ing new frontiers in missions overseas 
and missions at home, from Malawi to 
nearby Birmingham, Alabama. The tes-
timonies were thrilling and I felt a great 
excitement hearing about new churches 
and changed lives. We stretched our-
selves financially and saw God open the 
windows of heaven and pour out a bless-
ing. I was proud to be a part of a group 
that was willing to respond in this 
fashion. 
Our future is going to be a stretching 
time as well, as we consider Phase II of 
Renewal 2000, a new stating of our doc-
trinal statements. I hope we stretch our-
selves in the direction of better herme-
neutics, for we want to be a biblical 
people. I hope we can maintain the 
values of our brotherhood—love, com-
munity, forgiveness—and continue to 
be the people of God gathered around 
the Word, stretching for the future. 
Ed Ashby 
Highland congregation 
West Milton, Ohio 
1. Cooperation Cooperating was much 
in evidence. Having persons of one 
board pray for the work of another 
board was a powerful example. It was 
good to hear that thought was being 
given to how boards could support each 
other in their work. 
2. Modeling Owen Alderfer modeled 
open, non-defensive leadership. He and 
Don Shafer together demonstrated a 
mutual dependence and servant leader-
ship style I long for at every level. 
3. Women Women are finding each 
other in a new way and affirming one 
another in participation on boards and 
committees and in professional minis-
try. One grassroots forum directed to 
persons interested in greater participa-
tion in church life at every level was 
attended by 5 men and 23 women. I am 
pleased to hear and see demonstrated by 
denominational leadership a commit-
ment to greater participation, by wom-
en. The next step is to actively encour-
age such participation, since women 
traditionally have not received such 
encouragement. Women need to en-
courage each other, but they also need 
serious encouragement from their broth-
ers. It was good to meet women who are 
in professional ministry, who are serving 
on church boards, as deacons, on re-
gional conference boards of administra-
tion, and denominational boards. The 
sound of female voices speaking on 
Conference floor was affirming to me. 
How good to have a woman as assistant 
convention director. It was great to hear 
some speakers using inclusive language. 
I think Brethren in Christ women and 
men are working at a new place for 
women. We still have more work to do 
together. 
4. E. Margaret Clarkson Her view of 
hymnwriting was a voice we need to 
heed; i.e., hymns which celebrate the 
"worthship" of God. Much of our music, 
especially that used as special music, 
celebrates our feelings. 
5. Pain I felt pain during Conference 
sessions: 
- pain of persons who feel the church is 
slipping away from supporting their 
own deeply-held convictions; 
- pain of persons struggling to be Christ's 
persons in difficult, tangled real life 
situations; 
- pain of persons who sat silent during 
Conference speeches because their sta-
tus and value was being questioned— 
women in professional ministry in the 
church; divorced persons in ministry; 
Canadian brothers and sisters who heard 
U.S. statistics projected as North Ameri-
can; 
- pain of Central American brothers 
and sisters in Eber Dourte's report. 
6. Schedule This is too full. We must 
find some way to give adequate time to 
business and still have inspirational pro-
gramming. I would suggest shorter 
morning sermons. 
Arlene B. Miller 
Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation 
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Study conference on biblical 
interpretation draws 200 
Over 200 persons gathered at the 
Mc Master University campus two 
days prior to General Conference— 
Bible in hand and background read-
ings in mind—prepared to discuss 
how the Brethren in Christ interpret 
the Scriptures. Sponsored by the 
Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
and the Board of Bishops, the gath-
ering had as its primary goal "to 
raise consciousness as to the mean-
ing, role, and purpose of biblical 
interpretation in the life of the [Breth-
ren in Christ] Church." 
Three Brethren in Christ scholars 
presented papers on Thursday, July 
3: "Getting Acquainted with Her-
meneutics" by Owen Alderfer, "The 
Historical Brethren in Christ Under-
standing of Biblical Interpretation" 
by Martin Schrag, and "A Sociolog-
ical Analysis of Brethren in Christ 
Interpretation of Scripture" by Law-
rence Yoder. 
On Friday Clark Pinnock, author 
and member of the faculty of Mc-
Master University, presented a paper 
entitled "Catholic, Protestant, and 
Anabaptist: Principles of Biblical 
Interpretation in Selected Communi-
ties, then shared in a panel discus-
sion. Group activities on Friday 
involved all participants in helping 
Clark Pinnock 
to formulate and then apply princi-
ples of biblical interpretation. 
It was repeatedly noted during the 
conference that "the Brethren in 
Christ have always had a hermeneu-
tic"; that is, the church has always 
been involved in studying and inter-
preting Scripture. However, in the 
past, as a small, relatively unified 
and isolated community, we have 
done so without much reflection on 
the process. With the growth and 
increasing diversity in our denomi-
nation and the varieties of biblical 
interpretation with which we are 
now confronted, it was suggested 
that the Brethren in Christ need to 
be more intentional about how we 
approach the Scriptures. 
On Friday afternoon participants 
listed a number of hermeneutical 
principles, identifying in a tentative 
way those which the conferees felt 
have been and/or ought to be key 
factors in a Brethren in Christ under-
standing of biblical interpretation. 
Ranking high on this list: the inspi-
ration of Scripture; the work of the 
Holy Spirit in illuminating the reader 
of Scripture; the Christocentric na-
ture of biblical interpretation; the 
importance of discipline and obe-
dience as we study and interpret 
Scripture; and role of community 
consensus in biblical interpretation. 
Members of the planning com-
mittee noted that this two-day con-
ference was just one part of a larger 
process of arriving at a Brethren in 
Christ understanding of biblical in-
terpretation. Plans are underway to 
continue the process, which will in-
clude publishing of all of the major 
papers in the December 1986 issue of 
Brethren in Christ History and Life, 
with a copy to be sent to each pastor 
in the denomination. 
But participants seemed to agree 
that it was a good beginning. Simon 
Lehman, pastor of the West Shore 
congregation in Pennsylvania, spoke 
of learning new words and methods 
of interpretation. "To add 'reader 
horizon,' 'significance,' 'dynamic 
equivalence,' and another 15 to 20 
terms was enriching." Commenting 
on a small group activity where 
principles of interpretation were ap-
plied to several Brethren in Christ 
distinctives, he noted, "Those re-
sponses came through with a strength 
of a call for continuance greater than 
I had expected." 
Dwayne Potteiger, pastor at Dal-
las Center, Iowa, observed that "We 
should not have anxiety about a new 
approach to our hermeneutic. Much 
time has been spent defending the 
authority or inerrancy of the Bible, 
but very little time has been given to 
the matter of interpretation. The 
Word of God has not changed, and 
we must hold to the objectivity of the 
text." 
Judy Keefer, from Sherkston, On-
tario, a member of the denomina-
tion's task force working on a new 
doctrinal statement, highlighted the 
need for lay persons as well as pas-
tors and theologians to be involved 
in the process. "Each one of us 
comes to the point of reading and 
understanding Scripture with our 
own presuppositions and notions 
about what God is communicating 
to us. We all need to be aware of how 
we interpret God's Word to us." 
Thinking then about the task 
force's work, she continued, "As the 
Task Force facilitates the writing of 
a new doctrinal section, we want to 
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In the photo above, David Brubaker, Nancy 
Ives, Judy Keefer, Clark Pinnock, Harold 
Burgess, and Ken Hoke engage in dialogue 
after Dr. Pinnock's address. 
involve as many people as possible. 
Someone has said, 'Every congrega-
tion a school of theology.' We en-
courage everyone to give himself or 
herself to study and discussion. Such 
response is important, even if each 
person involved in discussion is not 
directly a part of the writing team. 
Ideas generated as we interact will be 
conveyed to the Task Force." 
Eduardo Llanes, church-planting 
pastor in Miami, Florida, spoke of 
the value of an international per-
spective. "In the particular case of 
biblical hermeneutics, the importance 
of how it is done by the people of 
God in other cultures, and the possi-
bility [this provides] for an enrich-
ment and enlargement of our vision 
and understanding of what the bibli-
cal writers are saying was brought to 
our attention by Lawrence Yoder, as 
he shared with us some significant 
insights into our hermeneutics as 
Brethren in Christ. In this respect, 
my personal encounter with Third 
World theologians has helped me to 
focus on biblical themes which other-
wise would have been bypassed or 
ignored me." 
A more complete report of the 
study conference is planned for a 
later issue of the Visitor. 
Conference quizzing is... 
How does one describe Bible Quiz-
zing at General Conference? I can 
tell you which team won and which 
came in second. I can tell you who 
the top individual scorer was. But to 
describe quizzing . . . I can only 
offer some glimpses. 
Quizzing is Scot White, of the 
Wainfleet, Ont., team. Scot's smile 
and enthusiasm and determined 
"Let's Go!" would send a pulse of 
excitement through both teams (and 
the audience). The other quizzers 
appreciated Scot so much that they 
chose him as "Most Valuable 
Quizzer" for 1986. 
Quizzing is the Lancaster, Pa., 
team which came through the dou-
ble elimination play-offs without a 
loss and emerged as the 1986 cham-
pions. The Lancaster team was the 
most balanced team at Conference, 
earning the 40-point bonus (for all 
four players answering) more fre-
quently than any other team. 
Quizzing is Kirsten Erbaugh, an 
excellent quizzer, and the other mem-
bers of the Fairview/ Highland (Ohio) 
team. After they lost a tough quiz 
against Hanover in the double elim-
ination play-offs, I went over to con-
sole Kirsten and her teammates. 
They were smiling and enthusiastic! 
by Dave Brubaker 
"Now we realize how hard we'll have 
to work next year to compete with 
teams like these," Kirsten told me, 
promising to come back again in 
1987. 
And quizzing is Mark Hess, who 
began coaching in 1966 and hasn't 
stopped since. After 17 years as a 
coach for Palmyra and Pequea, he 
assumed the position of General 
Conference Quizmaster in 1982. 
Mark's high standards and profes-
sionalism produced some of the best 
teams ever to quiz in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Mark has donated 
thousands of hours to the quizzing 
program primarily because of what 
he has seen it do for young people 
like Scot and Kirsten. 
Play-offs 
Six teams came to Mc Master 
University in Hamiliton, Ont., from 
July 7-9,1986. The teams, represent-
ing the Allegheny, Atlantic, Cana-
dian, and Central Conferences, had 
earned a chance at General Confer-
ence quizzing at their regional con-
ference play-offs in June. The teams— 
Hanover, Lancaster, Palmyra/ Perk-
iomen Valley, Springvale, Wainfleet, 
and Fairview/Highland—began 
Lancaster, Pa., quiz team—1986 champions 
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round robin quizzing on Monday 
morning, July 7. 
Based on their records after a day 
and a half of round robin quizzing, 
the six teams were ranked for the 
double elimination finals. By noon 
on Wednesday, two teams had been 
eliminated, Highland/Fairview and 
Wainfleet. In two successive quizzes 
Wednesday afternoon, Palmyra/ 
Perkiomen Valley narrowly lost to 
Hanover, and Springvale then edged 
out Hanover. 
The winner was determined by 
3:00 p.m. Wednesday. From the 
round robin results, Lancaster and 
Springvale were ranked as the num-
ber one and two teams respectively. 
In their first encounter in the double 
elimination play-offs, the score was 
tied after the 20-question quiz. In the 
exciting 5-question overtime, Lan-
caster edged past Springvale to win 
the match. In the second quiz, an 
energized Lancaster team maintained 
the lead and won the quiz by 190 to 
120. 
All-star quiz 
Because of the busy program 
schedule at General Conference, the 
championship quiz was not planned 
for an evening session in front of the 
entire body. (If Springvale had won 
their second quiz against Lancaster, 
the third and deciding quiz would 
have been played before Conference.) 
In the place of the championship 
quiz, the two top quizzers from each 
of the six teams were placed on two 
"all-star" teams. Representatives 
from the Allegheny / Canadian teams 
beat players from the Atlantic/Cen-
tral division by 190 to 160, a close 
quiz decided on the 20th question. 
Although there were good rea-
sons for this scheduling, a number of 
quizzers and members of the audi-
ence were disappointed that the de-
"What quizzing means to me..." 
Kirsten Erbaugh—Quizzing to 
me has been the boost in my 
Christian walk. It is so neat to 
study the Word of God and to 
know that what we have studied 
will remain in our minds always. 
So many of us have set our 
minds to learn and practically 
memorize the book of Acts, but I 
feel that there are no losers. Ev-
eryone of us has gained more 
knowledge and wisdom, even 
though we may not realize it. 
I would encourage anyone who 
would commit to learning more 
about Jesus and how much he 
loves us, to definitely give quiz-
zing a try. 
Stephen Byer—I think that quiz-
zing is an important part of the 
Brethren in Christ because it pro-
vides a chance for young people 
to study God's Word. What I 
learn is not just used for one year 
and then forgotten, but it helps 
me to make decisions based on 
what I have remembered. 
I also enjoy quizzing because I 
meet new friends which I would 
never have known otherwise. By 
going to quiz meets and tourna-
ments I got to go to many differ-
ent churches, too. 
Although I'm not sure what I 
enjoy most about quizzing, I can 
say that the last three years have 
been worth it. Anyone who is a 
teen should get involved in quiz-
zing. You will be glad you did. 
Mark Hess (standing), retiring quizmas-
ter, and Charlie Crider (seated, left), new 
quizmaster, confer on an answer with 
Aubrey Hawton (center). 
riding quiz was not scheduled for an 
evening session, when all delegates 
could participate. I served as the 
General Conference Quizmaster from 
1980 to 1982, and was a quizzer 
before that. I remember with great 
appreciation the brother who made 
a motion on the floor of General 
Conference at Azusa College in 1982 
to retain the quiz play-offs on the 
Conference schedule. His motion 
received a quick second and hearty 
affirmation. I hope he is a delegate at 
the 1988 Conference! 
Awards were presented by quiz-
master Mark Hess and Board for 
Congregational Life executive secre-
tary Ken Letner following the all-
star quiz. The Lancaster, Pa., team 
received a gold cup award as the 
1986 denominational champions, and 
each member was given a $ 100 schol-
arship to Messiah College. Team 
members were Rick Morris, Eric 
Steffy, Missy Stoner, Matthew War-
fel, and Roger Wolgemuth. They 
were coached by Mark Simmons. 
The Springvale, Ont., team received 
the runner-up award, and the top 
quizzers from each team were also 
presented with Messiah scholarships. 
Rick Morris, a first-year member of 
the Lancaster team, accepted an 
award for being the topscoring 
quizzer of the General Conference 
play-offs. 
As Mark Hess was not available 
for reappointment as quizmaster for 
the coming biennium, Ken Letner 
thanked Mark for his years of ser-
vice to quizzing and presented him 
with a certificate of appreciation. 
The new General Conference quiz-
master for 1986-1988, Charlie Crider, 
is no stranger to quizzing. He coached 
the Lancaster team for many years 
and has recently served as the Atlan-
tic Conference quizmaster. He invited 
persons interested in quizzing to 
contact him for more information, 
writing to him in care of the Board 
for Congregational Life, P.O. Box 
163, Mount Joy, PA 17552^ or call-
ing him at his home, (171) 569-3850. 
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the wave 
by Greg Rider 
There is a great movement sweep-
ing the world like a giant current of 
summer breezes. It is not a social 
activist movement like those on the 
campuses in the '60s. Nor is it an 
evangelical social movement like that 
of the anti-abortionists in the '80s. It 
is not even a movement like that of 
the great revivalists such as D. L. 
Moody in the late 1800s. It is a deep, 
profound movement that encom-
passes all of life—social and spirit-
ual. Its name? World missions. Al-
though some have claimed that mis-
sions has died or been in a winter of 
discontent, contemporary church and 
missions leaders, such as C. Peter 
Wagner, are now claiming that "we 
are in the springtime of Christian 
mission."1 
The movement is happening liter-
ally all over the world. Reports show 
that the Kingdom of God is growing 
by leaps and bounds, as is the popu-
lation of the world. The continent of 
Africa in particular is gaining con-
verts. In 1900,9 percent of the popu-
lation of Africa were Christian. By 
the 1980s that percentage had jumped 
to 48. C. Peter Wagner estimates 
that a "new African independent 
denomination forms on the average 
of one per day."2 The Brethren in 
Greg Rider is a Voluntary Service worker 
at the Mount Joy (Pa.) missions office. 
Christ churches in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe are certainly part of this 
increase. Our churches in Africa are 
growing each year, with a swelling of 
attendance and baptisms. Souls 
throughout these two countries are 
becoming ripe for the news of Jesus. 
As the harvest grows each year, the 
Brethren in Christ Church, here and 
in other countries, has proven faith-
ful to Christ's Great Commission. 
Our increase in the number of 
missionaries serving with Brethren 
in Christ Missions is also to be 
expected. "Nearly all North Ameri-
can evangelical sending organizations 
have more missionaries today than 
they did 25 years ago. And of course, 
North America is not alone in this 
venture. Many countries which have 
traditionally received missionaries 
are now sending out their own. 
Twenty percent of today's mission-
aries come from these non-Western 
countries. By the year 2000, half of 
the missionary force will come from 
these countries."3 A Brethren in 
Christ example of such sending is 
Elias and Fadzai Moyo of Zim-
babwe serving as missionaries in 
London, England. 
Jeleta Fryman gave the above sta-
tistics in an article in World Chris-
tian magazine. In the article she ana-
lyzes reasons for this growing mis-
sions movement. One reason is the 
criss-crossing across North America 
of missions speakers. One such 
speaker, Don Richardson, former 
missionary in Indonesia and author 
of Eternity in Their Hearts, esti-
mates that he has spoken to 370,000 
people in the last eight years about 
the biblical basis of missions and the 
way God has prepared all peoples to 
receive the gospel. Within the six 
North American regional conferences 
of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
88.8 percent of the congregations 
had at least one personal encounter 
with a missionary or missions speaker 
during 1984 and 1985. John Gray-
bill, a missionary serving in Nagoya, 
Japan, personally spoke to almost 
50 different congregations during his 
furlough in 1984. 
Another reason underlying the 
movement is a renewed emphasis on 
prayer. Inter-Varsity Christian fel-
lowship author-lecturer David Bry-
rant wrote a book, In the Gap: What 
It Means to Be a World Christian, 
that has been reprinted three times 
since it was first published in 1979. 
Bryant himself has "spoken exten-
sively about the need for prayer for 
spiritual awakening and world evan-
gelization, urging Christians to join 
in concerts of prayer, corporately 
interceding before God."4 
"Maybe it's concerts of another 
kind that have swelled the rising tide 
of mission interest. Before Keith 
Green was tragically killed in a plane 
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New slide set series from MCC: 
Hunger 
Where and why 
How to respond 
Helping through MCC 
10-minute programs about hunger overseas 
and in North America now available for free loan 
from MCC. Order as a series only. Discussion 
and activity guide included. 
Contact 
MCC Resource Library 
21 South 12th Street 
Box M 
Akron, PA 17501 
(717) 859-1151 
MCC Manitoba 
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 475-3550 
or the MCC office nearest you. 
crash in 1982, he started singing that 
'Jesus Commands Us to Go' and dis-
tributing a tract called 'Why You 
Should Go to the Mission Field.' At 
least 300,000 heard that message 
after Green's death, through a video 
of one of his last concerts which focused 
on missions."5 In the last few years 
other contemporary Christian musi-
cians—Randy Stonehill, Chuck Gir-
ard, Phil Keaggy, Steve Camp, 
Servant—have been singing and pro-
claiming similar messages. 
Local churches constitute yet 
another reason for the growing move-
ment. In 1974 the Association of 
Church Mission Commit tees 
(ACMC) was formed with 37 char-
ter members and the purpose of 
"churches helping other churches." 
It has grown to over 700 member 
churches, all of which have at least 
an active missions committee. John 
Bennett, executive director of 
ACMC, says that churches are begin-
ning actively to identify and recruit 
potential missionaries from within 
their congregations. Churches "are 
encouraging people to consider mis-
sions service, rather than waiting for 
them to volunteer for missions. The 
strongest trend, in our association is 
seeing the local church directly in-
volved in developing missionary 
personnel."6 The Brethren in Christ 
have always emphasized this kind of 
sending. With the great need around 
the world, we need to continue to be 
sensitive in encouraging, training, 
and sending more and more mis-
sionaries from our congregations. 
I hope that this look at factors 
underlying the present movement 
excites you to become part of this 
Missions at Messiah College 
by Greg Rider 
A movement for missions is 
sweeping over the college cam-
puses of our land. One barometer 
of this movement has been the 
Urbana Missions Conferences. 
The most recent, held in December 
1984, was attended by over 18,000 
students, missionaries and repre-
sentatives from mission agencies 
and schools. Anthony Blair, pres-
ident of Messiah College's mis-
sions organization—World Chris-
tian Fellowship (WCF)—and 99 
other students from Messiah at-
tended Urbana and caught the 
missions vision. Let's take a closer 
look at how missions is coming 
alive under the impact of this 
international movement. 
Dr. Luke Keefer, chairman of 
the Department of Religious and 
Biblical Studies, notes that "in the 
past 10 years, there has been a 
mounting of missions and mis-
sions involvement among both 
faculty and students, but spear-
headed by students." This involve-
ment has included the Urbana 
conferences, student trips to Mex-
ico during Christmas break (led 
by Professor Robert Barrett under 
Operation Mobilization), and re-
cent thrusts in summer missions 
and missions curriculum. 
The effects of Urbana on the 
students is great. Eighty-three per-
cent of the 18,00 delegates in 1984 
made some kind of specific com-
mitment to missions. In the words 
of one student delegate, "It's ob-
vious just by the numbers that 
have come to this convention; 
there must be a real movement 
toward missions in our genera-
tion."1 
A more recent development at 
Messiah is the addition of a mis-
sions minor. Messiah College was 
born in 1909 as a missionary 
training school. Since then it has 
expanded to meet the great need 
of a student population who are 
searching for a broad-based lib-
eral arts program grounded solidly 
'Jeleta Fryman, "The Movement," World 
Christian, January-February 1986, p. 25 
in the Scriptures. With the grow-
ing missions movement through-
out the Christian church, Messiah 
is renewing its emphasis on Christ's 
call to worldwide evangelization. 
The new missions minor is a 
first step towards a possible mis-
sions major. The 18 credit pro-
gram includes one course in cul-
tural anthropology, one course in 
world religions, and a practicum/ 
internship. Dr. Keefer notes that 
students from a variety of back-
grounds are showing interest in 
the program. Prospective students 
are becoming increasingly inter-
ested, and a number of them are 
choosing majors in traditional 
fields such as elementary educa-
tion, math, or business, coupled 
with the missions minor. This 
aligns well with the college's 
emphasis on integrating Christian 
theology with practical, marketa-
ble skills. 
The involvement of Messiah's 
students in mission activities has 
also increased, particularly in sum-
mer missions. Faculty and stu-
dents met informally 10 years ago 
and formed World Christian Fel-
lowship; ever since they have al-
ways talked about summer mis-
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wave, and convinces you of the pro-
found, imminent importance of world 
missions. 
You understand why Jesus 
said, "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the son and of 
the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 28:19). 
You see why missions are not 
just something for Christians 
who don't have much else to 
do; they are the very essence of 
total obedience to Jesus as 
Lord. 
The heathen are lost. They 
will be lost as long as Chris-
tians fail to reach them—with 
the good news of eternal life 
through Jesus. But the lost can 
befound. The sheep can return 
to the fold. God's desire is that 
all be found, and if you're an 
obedient disciple of Jesus 
Christ, you will want to be a 
part of His plan.1 
So, what do I do now, you ask? 
Here are some specific ways you can 
join the movement: 
• Become a prayer partner in the 
World Christian Intercessor pro-
gram. Details can be found in the 
March/May issue of Therefore or 
through your pastor. 
• Become involved in your church's 
missions prayer fellowship. 
• Involve yourself as a missions 
leader or teacher with the children or 
youth in your church. Specific ideas 
for each group are available from 
the missions office in Mount Joy. 
• Send youth and others on short 
terms of volunteer service. 
• Invite a person from another 
ethnic group to church, or start a 
friendship with an international stu-
dent from a nearby college or uni-
versity. 
• Start a missions prayer group. 
These are only some ideas that 
can help you be on the crest of the 
wave of missions movement. Come 
into the springtime of missions and 
catch the wave! Surfs up! 
Footnotes 
'C. Peter Wagner, On the Crest of the 
Wave, Ventura, CA, Regal Books, 1983, p. 9 
2Ibid., p. 26 
3Jeleta Fryman, "The Movement," World 
Christian, January-February 1986, p. 25 
"Ibid., p. 27 
5Ibid. 
6Ibid., p. 28 
'Wagner, pp. 49-50 
sions. Within the past few years 
more and more students are actu-
ally spending their summers in 
cross-cultural projects. During the 
1984-1985 school year, WCF so-
licited funds for its summer mis-
sionaries for the first time. Over 
$6,000 was raised by the entire 
college community, and 18 stu-
dents went to the missions field. A 
separate committee of WCF oper-
ates this summer mission program 
and promotes the college as a 
large sending church for summer 
missionaries. The general budget 
has now tripled, and WCF has 
added six people to its executive 
board. 
Clearly the growth of missions 
activity on campus is due partly to 
the growth of World Christian 
Fellowship. Where once it was a 
Bible study and support group for 
missions-minded students, it is 
now involved in actively and con-
sistently challenging the Messiah 
College community about its role 
and purpose in God's worldwide 
plan. 
Alongside Urbana and the sum-
mer missions programs, WCF 
challenges the college community 
through on-campus missions con-
ferences. Now in its second year, 
the missions conference brings 
missionaries, representatives from 
missions boards, and church/mis-
sions experts on campus for sev-
eral days of intensive learning 
about contemporary missions. 
Anthony Blair described the pur-
pose of the conference as three-
fold. Firstly, it educates the stu-
dent body about missions by of-
fering several workshops. This 
year workshops covered such top-
ics as: missions radio, literature 
evangelism, and the interim period 
(What do I do till I graduate?'). 
Secondly, speakers in chapel and 
elsewhere in the conference chal-
lenge students to commit them-
selves to Christ's global cause. 
Thirdly, the conference informs 
students about available options 
through agencies' displays and 
representatives around the cam-
pus. Students thus come to see the 
frustrations and excitement, the 
challenges and rewards of mis-
sions service opportunities. 
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Returning to Kitwe 
The signs welcoming motorists to 
Kitwe, Zambia, identify the city as 
"The Industrial Hub of Zambia." 
The main industries all relate to the 
mining industry, copper being the 
most abundant mineral. This was 
the backbone of Zambia's economy 
when she acquired her independence 
from Great Britain two decades ago. 
For decades before that, the mining 
activities have attracted thou-
sands of people away from their 
rural homes to the city that now has 
the largest population in the Copper-
belt. 
Here the Brethren in Christ Church 
established a congregation in 1981 to 
minister to its own members who, 
along with many others, came to the 
city for employment. Soon after 
that, I felt the Lord directing me also 
away from the rural setting of Macha 
Secondary School to the city, to 
become part of a Brethren in Christ 
congregation. He opened the door 
by providing a teaching position for 
me at the Copperbelt Secondary 
Teachers' College. This is a govern-
ment institution which prepares 
teachers for the junior high school 
level. The rewards of this dual minis-
try have been great, and I anticipate 
eagerly another term of service in the 
same capacities. 
My professional responsibilities 
at the college lie within the depart-
ment of education where I teach 
Sociology in Education. I have also 
been assigned as Director of Admis-
sions. Both of these positions have 
given me the opportunity to contact 
every student in our small college of 
250. In addition I have taught an 
elective subject, Religious Education, 
which has been chosen by one third 
of the students. 
For about half of my last term I 
also served as House Counselor for 
the female students, a position com-
parable to Dean of Women in Amer-
Edith Miller returned to Zambia in May 
1986. She teaches at the Copperbelt Secon-
dary Teachers' College, and is involved in the 
Kitwe Brethren in Christ Church. 
.by Edith K. Miller 
ican colleges. Advising the ladies 
and attending to some of their social 
problems in the residential areas 
gave me frequent spiritual opportuni-
ties to pray with them about their 
concerns and to lead a few to com-
mitting their lives to Christ. 
Apart from the opportunities re-
lated to my professional duties, it 
was a big blessing and challenge to 
be involved actively in the Zambia 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(ZAFES). This is a national organi-
zation affiliated with the interna-
tional fellowship of which Inter-
Varsity in North America is a mem-
ber. For the most part I have served 
the students in an advisory capacity. 
On campus they run the affairs of 
the fellowship. But frequently indi-
viduals or the executive committee 
consult me regarding personal and 
spiritual problems, or concerns they 
carry in their ministry. 
Sometimes the interdenomination-
al aspect of the fellowship needs to 
be clarified. Occasionally committee 
members seek explanations of their 
real duties. At times there are inquir-
ies regarding the most effective ways 
of carrying out their ambitious pro-
grams of Bible study, prayer meet-
ings, outreach, and spiritual growth. 
Many of those who join the fellow-
ship when they enter the college have 
a good background in their local 
churches or in Scripture Union, 
which is evangelically active in many 
Zambian high schools. Others are 
babes in Christ who need nourish-
ment. To observe and be a real part 
of a spiritually active group like this 
on a secular campus has been a 
growing experience for me. 
Indirectly related to my position 
on the staff has been the opportunity 
to initiate a home Bible study group 
for those of us who live on campus. 
So far that has involved only ladies, 
either staff members or their wives. 
Except for vacation breaks we have 
met almost once a week to sing, 
pray, and study portions of Scrip-
ture together. Although the group 
has been relatively small, it has been 
exciting to see the spiritual growth in 
those who have come regularly. 
Then there is the church which 
drew me to the Copperbelt in the 
first place. I have been involved 
there basically as a lay member. I do 
not carry an executive-assigned 
leadership role. By virtue of an 
elected position, I am on the church 
board as the congregational treas-
urer. This has also led to being on 
the District Committee, a group 
which carries a major portion of the 
executive decisions, since the district 
is situated quite far from the church 
headquarters. This would be some-
what similar to the way our regional 
conferences operate in North 
America. 
The Kitwe congregation does not 
have a pastoral leader as such. Rev. 
George Hansumo relates to all the 
Copperbelt congregations and is thus 
on the move from Sunday to Sun-
day. A lay leader, currently Daniel 
Ng'aany'a, is elected annually to 
oversee the congregational activities. 
He, with the elected secretary, Rose 
Mukubani, draw up a semi-annual 
roster of duties for Sunday morning 
worship, appointing a leader and 
preacher for each service. The Sun-
day school superintendent, Annie 
Mudenda, selected by the church 
board and approved by the congre-
gation, keeps her ears attuned to 
what is happening in the classes and 
to ideas from outside for further 
possibilities. 
The men, the women, and the 
youth have all organized themselves 
with their own leaders. They carry 
out a variety of activities with vary-
ing degrees of regularity. Under the 
loose oversight of the church board, 
several weekly Bible study groups 
rotate from home to home, in lieu of 
a suitable central place for meeting 
in the evenings. The building where 
we meet for Sunday morning ser-
vices is a hall allocated to us by the 
Christian Council of Zambia. Dur-
ing the week the unelectrified build-
ing is used for nursery school and 
health instruction for mothers. The 
posters on the walls and the displays 
of children's creativity might seem 
distracting to western congregations 
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who need a "worshipful atmosphere." 
But our members seem quite obliv-
ious to them as we sing, pray, and 
listen to God each Sunday morning. 
So far the ministry of the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Kitwe has been 
primarily to people of Brethren in 
Christ background of the Tonga 
tribe and language. The church, 
however, is located in Chimwemwe, 
the largest suburban community of 
Kitwe, where the majority of the 
people speak Bemba. If the church is 
going to grow and reach the sur-
rounding community, efforts must 
continue to use the local language in 
our services. Since English is the 
official medium of communication 
in Zambia, many parts of our ser-
vices are conducted in English, usu-
ally with interpretation into one of 
the vernacular languages. That neces-
sitates carrying three songbooks to 
church, one for each language. Mes-
sages are usually preached in English 
and interpreted into Bemba, but 
Tonga choruses, hymns, and prayers 
are included quite frequently. 
Three years in Kitwe have been 
full of new relationships, new expe-
riences, challenges and rewards. Of 
course there have been frustrations 
and disappointments; Kitwe is not 
Utopia. But as I reflect on what the 
Lord has done, I look forward ea-
gerly to continuing partnership in 
the college with ZAFES, and with 
my brothers and sisters of the Kitwe 
Brethren in Christ congregation. 
od at work in our world 
Eye team visits 
Sinazongwe 
Dr. John Spurrier—Zambia 
The eye team from Macha had an 
interesting experience. We had been 
given a grant by the Christoffel-Blinden-
mission to begin visiting other hospitals 
and health centers to see eye patients. 
Mr. Chainda and I made our first visit 
on March 17 to Sinazongwe Hospital. 
Since it was the first visit with only 
about three weeks' notice given to the 
hospital, we thought the patient load 
would be light. So we left late and did 
some business in Choma, arriving at 
Sinazongwe about 12:30 p.m. To our 
astonishment there were over 100 patients 
waiting! After quickly organizing places 
to see patients and recruiting everyone 
we could to help (even a girl we had 
given a lift helped by dispensing reading 
glasses), we got started. We saw the last 
patient at 19:30 (7:30 p.m.). It was a very 
hot and tiring but satisfying day. Next 
time we will go earlier, take more people 
to help and take lots of cold drink! 
Rescued—Rita Mweeka 
Dr. Devee Boyd—Zimbabwe 
Early in April we as a family visited 
friends at Macha Hospital, Zambia. 
Recent rains had filled the Macha dam 
and the weather was perfect for an 
afternoon swim. So all the missionary 
kids piled into the station wagon and 
away we went to enjoy the water below 
the spillway. After about 15 minutes 
there, Rebecca Spurrier came saying 
that one of the Zambian girls, her best 
friend Rita, had gone down but hadn't 
come back up. They had thought that 
she was playing a game and would soon 
be surfacing across the pool . . . but 
she hadn't, and now the girls were quite 
worried. 
I yelled for all the others to get out of 
the water and hurried to where they had 
last seen Rita, all the time praying and 
urging the children to pray also. Thank-
fully, the first time down into the muddy 
water (about eight feet in depth) I was 
able to feel and grab a leg and bring her 
up to the surface, and with Rebecca's 
help get her out on shore. She was pulse-
less, unresponsive and without respira-
tory effort by this time. I immediately 
began CPR, all the while continuing in 
prayer. None of the children had had 
training in CPR, so the task was all mine 
(and the Lord's). 
As a certain answer to prayer, her 
pulse returned after some minutes of 
resuscitation (one loses all sense of time 
in moments such as this), and then some 
gasping respirations. At this point I was 
in a quandry—whether to continue ef-
forts there on the sloping river bank, or 
D o n t stop your 
prayers for 
others. They are 
efficacious! 
carry her to the car and head for the 
hospital a full mile away over roads 
impossible to describe. None of the kids 
were old enough to drive for help and 
for them to run would take too long . . . 
I opted to carry her the 150 yards to 
the car, where again she needed mouth-
to-mouth and CPR, and then drove 
(rather, raced) to the hospital where 
I Vs, drugs, tubes, oxygen and help were 
all available. Once there we proceeded 
with the resuscitation with the help of 
Dr. Phil Thuma. Though she was un-
conscious (remaining so for almost 48 
hours), we were encouraged by the rapid 
stabilization of her other vital functions. 
We had made plans to leave Macha two 
days after this event and did so, leaving 
Rita in most capable hands. We have 
since received several reports from our 
friends in Zambia that Rita had gone on 
to a full recovery, both physically and 
mentally, being completely normal— 
other than a mild limp which seems to 
be resolving daily. Praise God! 
To experience this miracle personally 
and note the immediate answer to prayer 
was exciting to all of us. But just as 
exciting has been to learn afterward that 
for the whole month of April special 
prayer has been made daily for us and 
our children by World Christian Inter-
cessors, a missions prayer fellowship of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. Please be 
assured, if you have ever had doubts, 
that those day-to-day prayers that you 
offer to the Lord on behalf of others, 
even far around the world, are indeed 
heard and acknowledged by our great 
God. Don't stop your prayers for others. 
They are efficacious! • 
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College launches 
Summer Missions Grants 
A record number of Messiah College 
students—more than 30—are involved 
in a full-time missions ministry this 
summer. A pair of those students, Debi 
Gilbert, a junior history major from 
Melrose, Mass., and Dan Heitzman, a 
senior Bible major from Shamokin, Pa., 
have been awarded the first Messiah 
College Summer Missions Grants. 
The grants of $2,000 each have been 
made possible through a generous gift 
from a good friend of the college who 
has a vision for missions, and wants to 
see Messiah students help fulfill it. En-
dowment income from the original gift 
will provide for approximately five 
grants to be awarded next summer. 
Gilbert, who teaches the 3rd and 4th 
grade in Sunday School at Grantham 
Church, is serving in Bethlehem with 
Teen Missions International. There she 
is working with five other leaders and 
about 30 teens to finish a recreation cen-
ter at an orphanage named Hope 
Secondary School, which was founded 
by the Mennonite Central Committee. 
The school is actually in Beit Jala, in the 
occupied West Bank of Israel, overlook-
ing Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 
"I've wanted to go to Israel since I was 
about 10," Gilbert, now 20, said. "I've 
always been intrigued with the Jewish 
race, and the history of Judaism. I'd like 
to see the land where Jesus walked." 
Heitzman, 25, (Grantham congrega-
tion), is serving with Operation Mobili-
zation in Mexico City. There he was to 
be involved in personal as well as life-
style evangelism, handing out tracts and 
helping with youth rallies, movies, and 
seminars. 
Although he devoted two weeks to 
construction work in Mexico several 
years ago, Heitzman took a crash course 
in Spanish this spring to expand his 
vocabulary. "Hopefully, by the end of 
the summer I'll be able to carry on a 
rough conversation." He explained that 
he was memorizing how to say the basic 
points of the gospel in Spanish, as well 
as how to invite people to seminars. 
News that a bomb had been found 
outside the U.S. Embassy there in April 
did not deter him from his summer 
plans, but he noted that "I would appre-
ciate prayers for my safety and for being 
able to learn the language." 
Both grant recipients are required to 
keep a journal to help record their 
thoughts and experiences while in the 
field. They will give a report of their 
summer during a college chapel service 
this fall. 
A total of six Brethren in Christ stu-
dents are summer missionaries. Junior 
Elizabeth Brandt, a nursing major from 
Lancaster, Pa. (Manor congregation), is 
serving with Brethren in Christ Missions 
near Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, at the Mtsha-
bezi Mission Hospital. She said she 
expected to play a variety of roles. "I'll 
be a nurse's aide, do secretarial work in 
the pharmacy, be a part-time ambulance 
driver, and I might be able to do some 
teaching with the doctor's kid." 
The other three student missionaries 
are Janet Heise, a junior psychology 
major from Madison, Ohio (Highland 
congregation), serving with Tony Cam-
polo's ministry in Philadelphia; Jeff 
Herr, a sophomore radio, TV and film 
major from Manheim, Pa. (Manheim 
congregation), with Continental Minis-
tries musicians in Asia and Europe; and 
Philip Mellinger, a sophomore pre-nurs-
ing major from Mount Joy, Pa. (Cross 
Roads congregation), doing construc-
tion work with Latin American Mission 
in Costa Rica. 
Excellence in Teaching Awards Given 
Four Messiah faculty members have 
received the second annual Excellence 
in Teaching Award. They are Dr. 
Richard Stevick (Grantham congrega-
tion), Dr. Paul Nisly, John Harles, and 
Dr. Gary Emberger. The awards were 
begun last year as Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Smith made the major contribution to 
the endowment fund. The Helen Jones 
Foundation of Lubbock, Texas, also 
provided generous support to the awards. 
Stevick, associ-
ate professor of 
psychology, will 
be analyzing the 
data from a study 




into three treat- Dr. Stevick 
ment groups: those who watched ABC-
TV's "The Day After," those who 
watched the biography of John F. 
Kennedy, and a control group which 
watched no television that evening. Stu-
dents then filled out attitude question-
naires toward nuclear issues. Stevick is 
now analyzing the data and preparing 
the results for publication. 
Nisly, chairman of the Department of 
Language, Literature and Fine Arts, is 
writing a short story in which the central 
figures are a Beach Amish nurse and a 
Southern fundamentalist preacher who— 
despite all the odds—fall in love with 
each other. 
Harles, assistant professor of political 
science, is spending the summer doing a 
case study of the political orientations of 
a Laotian immigrant community. His 
hypothesis is that immigrants are nor-
mally apolitical—in and of themselves, 
they do not impair stability. 
Emberger, assistant professor of biolo-
gy, spend two weeks at ECHO (Educa-
tional Concerns for Hunger Organiza-
tion) in Fort Myers, Florida, He will be 
focusing on the skills and techniques 
necessary to work with tropical plants as 
well as surveying their library holdings. 
He then returns to Messiah to review the 
literature, gather supplies, and design 
and conduct initial experiments neces-
sary for his own personal research 
project. 
Barron's tabs Messiah as prestigious 
Messiah's rating in Barron's new Pro-
files of American Colleges has been 
upgraded to "very competitive," qualify-
ing it for inclusion in a pair of Barron's 
guides to the nation's top colleges and 
universities. Messiah was rated as 
"competitive plus" when Profiles of 
American Colleges was published two 
years ago. The book provides an over-
view of more than 1,500 American col-
leges and universities, then rates each 
school according to its admissions 
standards. The higher the rating given, 
the more difficult it is for a student, on 
the average, to be offered admission by 
the institution. 
According to editor Max Reed, the 
15th edition of Profiles of American 
Colleges, consisting of 1,280 pages, was 
to be published this summer. Starting 
this month, Messiah will be one of 
approximately 280 schools profiled in 
the new edition of Barron's The Guide 
to the Most Prestigious Colleges, and 
one of about 350 schools listed in The 
Guide to the Best and Most Popular 
Colleges. 
Last fall, Messiah was one of 221 col-
leges and universities profiled in the 
initial printing of The Best Buys in Col-
lege Education, by New York Times 
Education Editor Edward B. Fiske. 
Messiah is also listed in the new, fifth 
edition of Peterson's Competitive Col-
leges. 
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Two MCC programs 
for South Africans 
"The struggle to touch and be touched 
by the South African Christians seeking 
faithful responses to the growing crisis 
in that country" is the basis of two Men-
nonite Central Committee programs, 
says Nancy Heisey, MCC Africa co-
secretary. 
One of the programs, Servanthood 
Sabbaticals, will bring South African 
church workers to North America for 
rest and reflection. The second pro-
gram, the Crisis Fund, will provide med-
ical, legal and other emergency assist-
ance to South Africans caught in South 
Africa's turmoil. The two programs will 
cost $81,000 above the MCC South 
African budget for this year. 
Mennonite mission and service work-
ers meeting in Swaziland last September 
recommended these programs as a re-
sponse to those suffering in the region 
and as a response to calls from North 
Americans who have worked in the 
region requesting concrete ways for Breth-
ren in Christ and Mennonites to respond, 
according to Heisey. 
Through the Servanthood Sabbati-
cals, MCC will sponsor five South Afri-
can church workers and their spouses to 
spend four to six weeks at a North 
American college or church center dur-
ing the fall of 1986 and spring of 1987, 
reports Heisey. This program will allow 
South Africans to talk with North Ameri-
can Brethren in Christ and Mennonites 
about apartheid and offer a time of per-
sonal retreat and relaxation. 
Heisey noted that "many mission and 
service workers in Southern Africa have 
found their own understandings enriched 
by friendships and personal contacts 
with South Africans. This program will 
enable North American Christians to 
develop similar friendships and to learn 
about the harshness of South African 
life." 
MCC's $62,500 contribution to the 
Crisis Fund will be a small part of a 
much larger effort by Christians in 
South Africa and elsewhere to help peo-
ple who have lost property, freedom and 
life during the unrest. MCC is contribut-
ing one month's support to the fund set 
up by local churches and organizations. 
The money will be used for bail costs, 
funeral expenses, aid to families whose 
homes have been burned and to help 
establish emergency medical facilities. 
MCC workers say that people injured 
during marches are often afraid to go to 
hospitals for treatment since police often 
come there to arrest those injured. 
"Being confronted over and over with 
the magnitude of the suffering in South 
Africa made us realize that it is impor-
tant to do something that goes beyond 
Hunger, a new MCC slide set series, talks about hunger at home and throughout the 
world. Sharing potatoes in Youngstown, Ohio, shown above, is part of an MCC U.S. 
grocery sharing project begun in 1981 to help meet immediate food needs. This and 
other MCC projects are featured in the third slide set in the series. Contact MCC, 21 S. 
12th St., Box M, Akron, PA 17501, or MCC Canada, 201-1483 Pembina Hwy, Win-
nipeg, MB R3T 2C8. 
our regular South Africa program" says 
Tim Lind, MCC Africa co-secretary, 
who visited the region in late 1985. "It is 
more difficult for North Americans to 
respond to the news they hear about 
South Africa than it was when they 
learned about the famine in Ethiopia. 
Participation in the work of South Afri-
can churches in these concrete ways 
helps us see the human faces behind the 
headlines, to touch those who are suffer-
ing there." 
Those interested in contributing to 
the programs or who would like more 
information can write MCC Southern 
Africa alumni Millard and Sharon Engle, 
8140 Rice Road, Shippensburg, PA 
17257 (telephone 717-532-3527). Or con-
tact the MCC Africa Department, Box 
M, Akron, PA 17501, or MCC Canada 
Overseas Department, 210-1483 Pem-
bina Highway, Winnipeg, MB R3T2C8. 
Consultation to plan 
future of Christian 
Peacemaking Teams 
A consultation on the proposal con-
cerning Christian Peacemaking Teams 
(CPT) is scheduled for December 16-18, 
1986, at the Catholic Retreat Center, 
Techny Towers, Chicago. The proposal 
has been widely circulated in churches in 
the United States and Canada. (See Vis-
itor, April 1986, p. 13.) 
Participants in the conference will 
include moderators and secretaries of 
the Brethren in Christ and Mennonite 
churches, mission board and MCC repre-
sentatives, other leaders across the 
churches, students, young people, and 
some interested observers. Approximate-
ly 100 persons will be attending by 
invitation. 
Session participants will reflect prayer-
fully on the new peace initiative which 
responds to the escalating global arms 
race and the violent suffering to which 
we in industrial societies contribute. The 
intended results of the consultation are a 
decision about whether or not to pro-
ceed with the CPT concept, and ideas on 
implementation. 
Copies of the proposal or a short 
summary are available from Christian 
Peacemaker Teams, 21 S. 12th St., 
Akron, PA 17501, or 201-1483 Pembina 
Hwy., Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8. The 
committee preparing for the consulta-
tion includes Don Shafer, Helmut 
Harder, Harold Jantz, Lois Kenagy, 
Kathy Royer, and Ron Sider. 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Junior Sunday school department of the 
Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., pre-
sented "The Music Machine" on June 8. An instal-
lation service, open house, and food shower were 
held June 29 for the family of new pastor, Rev. 
William Baublitz. • The Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., held a father-son banquet June 13 
at the church. Pastor John L. Rosenberry was 
presented with the "Father of the Year" award. 
The Canoe Creek, Holidaysburg, Pa., mother-
daughter banquet was May 24 at the Martinsburg 
firehall. Marian Clapper from Mt. Joy spoke to 
the 89 in attendance on "Pattern for Living." The 
congregation issued its first newsletter, Canoe 
Creek Ripples in June. • The Carlisle, Pa., youth 
group sponsored indoor Olympics for the entire 
church family on June 4. The Carlisle congrega-
tion has begun a clothing exchange in order to 
have good, clean, little-worn clothing available to 
help in times of need. 
After a successful expansion program, "Advanc-
ing Our Ministries," the Chambersburg, Pa., con-
gregation recently held a fund drive to "Celebrate 
Our Ministries" and reduce the church debt by 
accepting a challenge to raise $86,000 in 1986. A 
church family offered to provide air conditioning 
for the new sanctuary if this goal would be 
achieved. The fund drive raised $95,303 in cash 
Daryl Climenhaga 
ordained 
Daryl Climenhaga was ordained to 
the ministry in the morning service at 
the Speedwell Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church on April 27, 1986. Bishop John 
Byers performed the ordination service. 
Rev. David Climenhaga, former bishop 
of the Central Conference and present 
pastor of the Crossroads Memorial con-
gregation in Ontario, and father of the 
candidate, preached the ordination 
sermon. Daryl, his wife Lois, and their 
son Vaughn, are presently at Asbury 
Seminary's School of World Mission 
preparing for possible service with Breth-
ren in Christ Missions. 
-
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and commitments. In the photo above are: left, 
Stan Burkholder, campaign chairman; center, 
Carl Alleman, treasurer; and right, Maurice Horst, 
building chairman. In June the Chambersburg 
congregation received 17 persons into membership. 
Rev. Curtis Bryant has dedicated eight infants 
to the Lord this year in the Clear Creek congrega-
tion, Everett, Pa. • On June 1 Ray Heisey spoke 
and showed slides of Roxbury Camp at the Dills-
burg, Pa., church. Vacation Bible school was 
planned for July 14-18. • The Fairview Avenue 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., has a church 
video center where tapes may be rented for a half 
week. The congregation's outreach committee 
sponsored a community survey of non-church 
people on June 22 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Goldie Bristol of Michigan, speaker and author 
of When It's Hard to Forgive, was the all-day 
guest of the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., May 25. On June 4, the children pre-
sented the musical "Kid's Praise" during the Sun-
day school hour. • Forty-seven youth and adults 
from the Grantham, Pa., congregation partici-
pated in a five-church youth retreat in the Poconos 
in mid-June. • The Hanover, Pa., Women's Min-
istries planned a bus trip to Inner Harbor, Balti-
more, Md., on July 19. 
Six teens and two adults from the Hollowell 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., planned to min-
ister from July 14-25 to children in a vacation 
Bible school in Haiti. Through the summer, the 
youth department is also viewing a film series on 
creation and the origin of life. • The Martinsburg, 
Pa., congregation observed Children's Day and 
Bible School Commencement on June 22. • Rev. 
Louis Cober brought the message to the Messiah 
Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., on 
May 25. 
Two persons were baptized and received into 
membership recently at the Montgomery church, 
Upton, Pa. • A graduation dinner was held for 
two Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., 
youth on June 1, followed by the viewing of the 
film "The Hiding Place." Majestic Praise, a music 
ensemble from Lancaster Bible College, sang on 
June 19.* Rev. Earl Peters, Chambersburg, spoke 
June 1 to the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippens-
burg, Pa., concerning his work with the Pennsyl-
vania Council on Alcohol Problems. 
The Kid's Khoir of the New Guilford congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., presented "Back at the 
Creekbank" on June 1. A music celebration dinner 
was enjoyed on June 7 by members of adult music 
groups and their families. • The Van Lear, Willi-
amsport, Md., vacation Bible school was held 
June 23-27 on the theme "Lost and Found," a 
program of Child Evangelism Fellowship. 
Atlantic Conference 
Five persons were baptized June 1 at the Cross 
Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa. Fourteen 
persons became members late in June. • Children 
who attended the Elizabethtown, Pa., Bible school 
from June 16-20, "This Is the Day," heard the 
creation story, visited the "Garden of Eden," and 
met Fred, the talking computer. Six persons were 
baptized, and 10 received into membership on 
June 15. 
On June 1 the Lancaster, Pa., church enjoyed 
an evening designated to honor all who make 
ministry possible and enjoyable from week to 
week. A variety of strawberry desserts were served. 
• The Manor congregation, Columbia, Pa., re-
ceived 32 members on June 15, 16 by baptism. On 
June 8, the Clarion Choir presented "Miracle 
After Miracle," a musical story of the fall of Jeri-
cho. • On June 15 the film "Run Jimmy Run" was 
shown to the Mastersonville congregation, Man-
heim, Pa. 
Nine new members were received on June 1 into 
the Mount Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa. A 
men and boys campout was planned for June 
27-29. • The film "The Hope Factor," a hope-filled 
tour of hunger-ravaged areas of the world by Food 
for the Hungry, was shown June 22 at the Pal-
myra, Pa., church. • The evening worship June 1 
at the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., was a night 
of music featuring the choir, bell choir, and 
Pequea Singers. 
Recently the Perkiomen Valley congregation, 
Collegeville, Pa., held a ladies night out, an eve-
ning of fine dining and fellowship as a finale to the 
year's activities. • Four persons were baptized 
June 1 into the Refton, Pa., congregation. • The 
Sunday school picnic for the Shenks congrega-
tion, Elizabethtown, Pa., featured a gospel concert 
by Country Praise. In keeping with the national 
designation of 1986 as the "Year of the Forest," the 
Shenks Bible school theme for June 23-27 was 
"Famous Trees from the Bible." Each night the 
children heard an exciting story which involved a 
tree in the plot. 
Participating in a recent service with the Silver-
dale, Pa., congregation were Tom and Selva 
Kweder, missionaries with New Tribes. • June 8 
was Music Appreciation Sunday, June 15 was 
Youth Sunday, and June 22 was Missions Sunday 
at the Skyline View church, Harrisburg, Pa. • Dr. 
Mark Garis spoke to the Souderton, Pa., congre-
gation June 8 on "Christian Friendship." • On 
June 8, Rhoda Heisey showed slides of the Middle 
East, where her daughter and family live, to the 
Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
The Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke, Ont., 
planned a garage and bake sale for June 7. • The 
Cross Roads Memorial congregation planned a 
June 22 church picnic and a June 27 family base-
ball evening. • The youth of the Heise Hill congre-
gation, Gormley, Ont., planned the June 8 evening 
service. Royce Winger spoke, showing pictures of 
his work ministry in Japan. • Seven persons 
recently received baptism at the Houghton church, 
Langton, Ont. Nine persons joined the church. 
Carole and Helene Proulx from Quebec City were 
24 Evangelical Visitor 
On April 6, the Welland, Ont., congregation 
celebrated in a special worship service the 70th 
wedding anniversary of Roy and Nellie Flewel-
ling. The hymns, Scripture, and sermon texts were 
all their favorites. Special guests who brought 
greetings were M.P. Allan Pietz, M.P.P. Mel 
Swart, Alderman Diane Hubbard, and Deacon 
Francis Winger. 
Roy, 91, joined the Welland church in 1924 and 
was baptized in Lake Erie by Bishop Lafayette 
Shoalts. Nellie (Grantham), 87, joined the church 
in 1926, baptized by Bishop John Sider. They were 
married April 4, 1916. 
The Flewellings have 4 children, 14 grandchil-
dren, and 20 great-grandchildren. They also cared 
for 3 foster children. Roy and Nellie continue to 
live in their own apartment where they benefit 
weekly from the church's tape ministry. 
the guests of the Houghton congregation, June 22, 
sharing of God's work in Quebec. 
Quizzing finals for Ontario were hosted by the 
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation on June 8. • 
The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., 
heard a series of Sunday evening sermons recently 
on "Basic Brethren in Christ Beliefs." • Craig 
Sider, Ross Nigh, and Donald Zook were featured 
speakers at the Rosebank congregation's mission-
ary conference, June 20-22 at Petersburg, Ont. • 
On June 1 students from Conrad Grebel College 
presented "Modern Reasons," a play depicting our 
Anabaptist heritage, to the Sherkston, Ont., con-
gregation. 
The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., 
quiz team won first place in the Canadian confer-
ence on June 8. • Dedication of the new facilities 
of the Stayner congregation, Ont., was held May 
25. Roy Sider spoke to the 419 present for the 
morning service. The evening service featured the 
Jubilation Quartet from Hamilton, Ont. • Seven 
persons were received into membership in the 
Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont., on 
June 1. The building program banquet was held 
recently under the theme, "Growing Together with 
the Lord." Participating in the program were 
Ronald Lofthouse, Phillip Keefer, David Illman, 
Roy Sider, and Lester Fretz. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
recently netted $739 in their annual garage sale for 
reduction of the church debt. A mini-musical 
drama concluded a week of Bible school on June 
29. Six persons were baptized into th'e Amherst 
congregation and 8 were received as members in a 
June service. • The Bethel congregation, Merrill, 
Mich., sponsored a gospel tent meeting June 1-15 
with Pastor Agee as evangelist. Rev. and Mrs. 
George Bundy shared in the morning service at 
Bethel on June 8. 
The Tim Hershbergers, missionary appointees 
to Zambia from the Amherst congregation, shared 
in the June 8 service with the Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind. • The Fairview con-
gregation, Englewood, Ohio, had a Pioneer Clubs 
program on June 1 which included singing, review 
of Bible verses, a puppet show, and awards. Slides 
for Camp Lakeview were also shown with refresh-
ments following. 
The Bible school offering of the Highland con-
gregation, West Milton, Ohio, helped offset the 
cost of new carpet and benches in the Camp Lake-
view chapel, and the West Milton's emergency 
food pantry. A father-son picnic and fishing day 
was planned for June 21. A picnic and "music in 
the park" with the Hitch family of Columbus, 
Ohio, were planned by the Highland congregation 
for June 28. 
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, fathers and sons held a 
get-together on June 8 with speaker Ken Willis, 
nature hiking, volleyball, croquet, and fishing. • 
Grades 3-8 of the community Bible school were 
held at the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, 
July 21-28. • Totals from the six Central Confer-
ence promotional dinners were: participants, 255; 
pledges, $15,295. 
Midwest Conference 
A youth night was sponsored recently by the 
Dallas Center, Iowa, congregation with a picnic 
followed by "Image of the Beast," a film about 
Bible prophecy. Rev. Ernest Dohner spoke in the 
June 15 morning service. • The Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo, gave a 
homewarming shower for the family of Eliakim 
Sibanda, recently arrived from Zimbabwe. The 
congregation received a new member in May. 
June 8 there was a special program for parents of 
preschool children, with a dinner afterwards. 
Ray Hock, with wife Winnie and children, 
Jason and Amy, were installed June 22 as pastoral 
family at the Oak Park church, Des Moines, Iowa. 
The Hocks have been missionaries to Japan for 
nine years. • The worship service on June 8 at the 
A 32-page booklet by E. Morris 
Sider briefly introduces the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Price: 50<P. 
"Every Brethren in Christ home 
should have 10 copies to hand 
out to persons asking questions 
about your faith and your 
church."—J. Wilmer Heisey 
Available at your Christian Light 
Bookstore, or order from Evan-
gel Press, P.O. Box 189, Nappa-
nee, IN 46550 




Paul W. McBeth 
An autobiography by 
Paul W. McBeth 
A fascinating inside look at the author's 
journey through many varied experi-
ences of life. Incidents recorded of 
God's dealings from childhood days to 
the golden years. Original art work. 
Paperback, 144 pages, 51/z" x 8M>". $4.95 
Available from your Christian 
Light Bookstore, or send $6 for 
postage-paid copy to: McBeth 
Corp., P.O. Box400, Chambers-
burg, PA 17201. 
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Greater Oklahoma City, Okla., church was "cus-
tom made" for children. Ed Strayer, a high school 
guidance counselor, is serving as assistant pastor 
for the summer with responsibility for worship 
coordination, teaching, counseling, and adminis-
tration. The congregation recently received six 
new members. 
Missionaries Doug and Mona Wedel visited the 
Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., on June 18. 
Five persons were baptized June 22. • The youth 
of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., traveled 
June 6-7 to Salina, Ks., to work at Gospel Mis-
sion. June 15, the congregation met at Milford 
Lake for a weiner roast, canoeing, hiking, and 
worship. 
Pacific Conference 
The vacation Bible school at the Pacific High-
way church, Salem, Ore., was under the leadership 
of Ron Imig, local Child Evangelism Fellowship 
director. The coordinators for the June 23-27 
Bible school were Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd Hostetler. 
• Recently the Children's Ministry Team of the 
Riverside, Calif., congregation took their one-day, 
semi-annual retreat to think, plan, pray, evaluate, 
and receive renewed vision for their mission. The 
high school age group had a "summer starter 
party" on June 21. June 16-21 were designated as 
days of intensive prayer for the growth of the 
Riverside body and for specific details relating to 
building a place of worship. 
The Tulare congregation, Calif., reports being 
engaged in street, music, and a coffee house minis-
try. • The Upland, Calif., congregation held a 
commissioning service on June 15 for the 
McClanes, missionaries bound for Brazil. Bishop 
Ndlovu from Zimbabwe was in Southern Califor-
nia for meetings with World Vision and was avail-
able for contacts with Pacific Conference churches 
June 18-24. He spoke at the Upland church on 
June 22 along with Marlin and Ruth Zook, 
returned missionaries from Japan. • An all-day 
pastors picnic was planned for July 31 in Prado 





by Lynn I. Thrush 
Lynn Thrush pastors the Fairview 
Avenue congregation and chairs the 
Allegheny Conference Board for Con-
gregational Life 
The call of Jesus to make disciples of all nations has deepened and stretched 
my commitment to God. I am grateful that God has worked in my life through 
people involved in God's mission in the world. 
Midway through seminary I had completed my doctrinal questionnaire. As 
I was signing it, the name "Japan" flashed into my mind. I had absolutely no 
reason to think of that country. Further, I was planning for pastoral ministry 
in this country. I did not know what to make of it. 
That summer Carol and I attended some days of Roxbury Camp. We were 
able to be present Wednesday—Missions Day. John Graybill, missionary to 
Japan, spoke of the need for missionaries there, and the kind of people they 
needed. When the call to be available came at the end of the service, I felt I 
needed to go forward, and I did. 
The kind of challenge which John presented has helped to keep my own 
motivations and purpose clear before God. I appreciated that call to give all 
that I am to God and his purposes. As God has since led, I am not in Japan, 
but I thank God for faithful men who have challenged me to be available. 
I also remember Dr. Fred Holland challenging the Missions Day crowd at 
Roxbury Camp one year to give liberally to the cause of spreading the gospel. 
Previous giving at camp was generous, showing a slight increase each year. 
My recollection is that it was in the neighborhood of $25,000. But he felt we 
could give $250,000 on that day! I remember the effect of that on me, along 
with the whole crowd. Our vision was "blown out of the water." It was as if 
scales had fallen off my eyes and our eyes. Whole new possibilities came into 
focus because a faithful brother had challenged us deeply. 
That brings me to the last incident I want to relate. Charles Frey, treasurer 
of the Board for Missions, challenged mission board members at the end of 
1983 to make a significant year-end contribution. He had access to interest-
free loans which could be paid back in 1984. At that time I was privileged to be 
on the mission board. Carol and I agreed to the challenge. 
As I recall, we put three pieces of paper in a hymn book, each with a slightly 
different amount. Then we prayed that God would help us as we chose one of 
those three slips of paper, and further we prayed that God would provide the 
money, for we had never given that kind of money in addition to our regular 
giving. The slip we drew was the middle amount. And guess what? God 
provided, of course! 
Interestingly, the next year, 1984 provided some very intriguing opportuni-
ties by way of finances. One was the opportunity to give about that same 
amount of money for another area of the Lord's work in 1985. However, if we 
had not been challenged to give seriously in 1983 and seen the Lord provide 
through 1984, we may not have believed God would be able to provide that 
much in 1985. 
I am grateful to the Lord for men in the church, in this case in the area of 
missions, who have stretched my commitment to and faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
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For the Record 
Births 
Balzer: Evy June, June 1; Craig and Debbie 
Balzer, Christian Union congregation, Ind. 
Bosserman: Carolyn Elaine, May 14; Verne 
and Meredith Bosserman, Ridgemount congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Brenner: Alyssa Sue, June 2; John and Marie 
Brenner, Speedwell Heights congregation. Pa. 
Conrad: Kristina Michelle, June 6; David and 
Pam (Glunt) Conrad, Tacoma, Washington. 
Deitrich: Lauren Hope, April 15; Dean and 
Brenda (King) Deitrich, Perkiomen Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 
Ebersole: Bryan Matthew, June 16; Merle Jr. 
and Linda Ebersole, Martinsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Eshleman: Justin Andrew, June 11; Craig and 
Linda Eshleman, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Fisher: Jennifer Marie, June 12; Glenn and 
Kathleen (Schulz) Fisher, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Flicker: Erin Louise, May 13; Donald and 
Josephine Flicker, Springvale congregation, Ont. 
Harner: Hillary Jane, June 9; Jeffrey and 
Heather (Mumma) Harner, Montgomery, Ala., 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Hilsher: Sue Ann, May 9; Dale and Cindy 
(Hostetler) Hilsher, Maytown congregation, Pa. 
Holland: Sarah Grace, May 6; Mike and Sherry 
(Jackson) Holland, Montalban congregation, 
Caracas, Venezuela. 
Hoover: Andy Robert, May 24; Robert and 
Esther (Heise) Hoover, Millersburg, Ohio. 
Kennedy: Andrew Alexander, April 24; Retha 
Sims, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Korz: Adam Ray, May 19; Brian and Susan 
(Wyant) Korz, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Martin: Meagan Kathleen Louise, May 8; Gates 
and Kathy (Provencal) Martin, Sherkston, Ont. 
Moyer: Angela Nicole, June 1; Lamar and 
Sally Moyer, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Penner: Melody Amber, December 30; Jon 
and Judy (Bundy) Penner, Diamond Bar congre-
gation, Calif. 
Rose: Michelle Elizabeth, March 12; chosen 
daughter of Mike and Leslie Rose, Bertie congre-
gation, Ont. 
Sansom: Tara Jo, May 29; Joe and Jewel 
(Heverly) Sansom, Cedar Heights congregation, 
Pa. 
Shenk: Jesse Holland, June 7; Ronald and Jill 
(Holland) Shenk, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Shultz: Brandi Jo, May 13; Jack and Tammy 
(Lee) Shultz, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa. 
Stanley: Laura Jean, May 18; Ken and Glenace 
(Frey) Stanley, Farmington Fellowship, N.M. 
Zook: Ethan David, May 18; Lester and Robin 
Zook, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Brumbaugh-Royer: Melody Ann, daughter of 
the late William Royer and Mr. and Mrs. George 
Hicks, Roaring Spring, Pa., and Douglas, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brumbaugh, Martinsburg, 
Pa., June 14 in the Leamersville Grace Brethren 
Church with Rev. John Gregory and Rev. Earl 
Herr officiating. 
Casey-Stuck: Melissa, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Stuck, and Dennis, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Casey, June 14 in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Cober-Jantzi: Rhoda. daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Jantzi, and Elroy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Cober, June 7 at Riverdale Menno-
nite Church, Millbank, Ont., with Rev. Glen Zehr 
officiating. 
Dohner-Dell: Evelyn Noel Dell, daughter of 
Esther Noel, Messiah Village, and Rev. Ernest 
Dohner. May 24 in the Wesley Brethren in Christ 
Church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., with Rev. Eugene 
Wingert and Bishop Frank Kipe officiating. 
Flowers-Buckwalter: Susan Linette, daughter 
of Elwood and Hazel Buckwalter, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
and Thomas Alan, son of Russell Flowers and 
Lois Scott, June 7 at the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Allon Dourte officiating. 
Forry-Harris: Barbara, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry Harris, and Dean, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Forry, May 24 in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Henry-Engle: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Engle, Marietta, Pa., and Haines, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Haines Henry, Sr., Pequea, Pa., 
May 10 at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Herbert Hoover and Rev. Earl Herr 
officiating. 
Herr-Siegrist: Shirley Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Gromling, Columbia, Pa., and 
the late Harold D. Siegrist, and Jay Marvin, son of 
Mrs. and Mrs. Paul H. Herr, Holtwood, Pa., June 
7 at the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Gerald Wingert and Rev. George Blair 
officiating. 
Longenecker-Wiggins: Lori Jean, daughter of 
E. Russell and Carol J. Wiggins, Willow Street, 
Pa., and Carroll Mark, son of Dale K. and M. 
Ellen Longenecker, Millersville, Pa., June 14 at 
the Grace Baptist Church, Lancaster, Pa., with 
Rev. Charles E. Cole, Jr., and Rev. John B. Haw-
baker officiating. 
Moomau-Hock: Sharon Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl J. Hock, Newville, Pa., and 
Michael Stephen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. 
Moomau, Carlisle, Pa., April 26 at the Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
with Rev. John Shock officiating. 
Patterson-Sojor: Beverly, the Philippines, and 
David Wayne, son of Gary and Helen Patterson, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., May 8 at Clark Air Force 
Base, Philippines. 
Savelli-Tabner: Lynn, daughter of Donna and 
Tom Ward, and Danny Savelli, May 2 in the 
Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church, Hamil-
ton, Ont., with Rev. Vern Bosserman officiating. 
Seelaus-Brown: Michelle, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Brown of Hatfield, Pa., and Charles, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Seelaus of Pitmen, 
N.J., May 17 at the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Samuel D. Hollingsworth 
officiating. 
Whiting-Sweet: Victoria Lynn, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jay Sweet, Goodrich, Mich., and Donald 
Alan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alan Whiting, Good-
rich, Mich., May 17 at the Lakeview Community 
Brethren in Christ Church of Goodrich with Pas-
tor Ronald W. Smith officiating. 
Obituaries 
Agee: Crystal Alene Agee, 18 months, born 
November 14, 1984, died May 25, 1986, at Mid-
land Hospital, Michigan. Surviving are her par-
ents, T. Michael and Olive A. (Rupright) Agee; 
three brothers, Thomas Michael Jr., Joshua Ryan, 
and Elijah Murl, all at home; her grandparents, 
Murl N. and Esther V. Rupright of Midland, and 
Bedsaul and Verda Mae Agee of Merrill; her 
great-grandparents, Wilson H. and Vivian Agee of 
Floyd, Va.; and her great-great-grandmother, 
Ethel Canaday of Martinsville, Va. Services were 
held at the Ware-Smith-Woolever and Co. Fu-
neral Home with Rev. Bedsaul Agee of the 
Brethren in Christ Church of Merrill officiating. 
Burial was in Poseyville Cemetery. 
Bauman: Marie Dawn Bauman, born May 4, 
1986, died June 1, 1986, at Hershey Medical Cen-
ter. She was preceded in death by two brothers and 
a sister born the same day. She is survived by her 
parents, Troy and Jeseen (Dourte) Bauman; grand-
parents Jesse and Wilma Dourte, and Mark and 
Charlotte Bauman; great-grandparents, Monroe 
Dourte, J. Howard and Minerva Young, and Ern-
est and Brace Bauman; and a great-great-grand-
mother, Mazie Young. Graveside service was held 
at the Mastersonville cemetery with Daryl Cli-
menhaga officiating., 
Beachy: Dr. Alvin J. Beachy, 72, of North 
Newton, Ks., a retired Bethel College Bible and 
Religion professor and former Mennonite minis-
ter, died May 27, 1986. He was born July 9, 1913, 
in Salisbury, Pa. On September 4, 1942, he mar-
ried Vera Clouse at Nappanee, Ind. He attended 
Messiah Academy from 1937-1939. He is survived 
by his wife and two daughters, Brenda Ray, and 
Debra Beachy-Jaime; three brothers and two sis-
ters. Memorial services were held at the Bethel 
College Mennonite Church, North Newton, Ks. 
Beegle: Fred Beegle, born April 17, 1908, died 
June 4, 1986. He was married to Mildred (Mellott) 
Beegle. Four children survive. Fred was a member 
of the Clear Creek congregation, Everett, Pa. Rev. 
Curtis Bryant officiated at private services. 
Brown: George Alvin Brown, born August 4, 
1899, died June 5, 1986, at Russell County Hospi-
tal, Russell Springs, Ky. He professed faith in 
Christ at an early age and lived a consistent, happy 
Christian life. He is remembered for his giving of 
tithes and service to the Millersfields Brethren in 
Christ Church, of which he was a member. In 1924 
he married Wille Bell Shepherd. Surviving are 
three children; a daughter, Mildred Emerson, and 
two sons, A. L. Brown and Fred Brown; seven 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. His 
wife preceded him in death in March 1985. Fu-
neral services were conducted at the Millersfields 
church by Rev. Edgar Giles and Rev. Glenn Hen-
sel. Interment was in the Tarter Cemetery, Russell 
Springs. 
Davis: Deborah Kay Davis, born February 1, 
1954, died June 9, 1986. She was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Davis. The funeral was con-
ducted by Rev. Lome Lichty of the Montgomery 
Brethren in Christ Church, Mercersburg, Pa. 
Interment was in the Montgomery church 
cemetery. 
Hall: Glennie E. Hall, born May 24, 1890, died 
April 6, 1986. Glennie was a part of the Clear 
Creek congregation, Everett, Pa. Seven children 
survive. Rev. Curtis Bryant and Rev. Charles 
Hertzel officiated at the funeral. 
Haskell: James Porter Haskell, Heber Springs, 
Ark., born January 25, 1893, died May 29, 1986. 
He leaves his wife, Ruth; a daughter, Ellen Zigler, 
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Datfy readings that 
illustrate ways to love 
one another. 
Yove One Aftot&h* 
AUGUST 
Day Book & Chapter 
F • 1 Acts 15:1-21 
S • 2 1 Samuel 14:6-14 
E. Specific Authority Relationships 
1. Submitting to civil authority 
3 Romans 13:1-7 
4 1 Peter 2:13-17 
2. Submitting in marriage 
5 Ephesians 5:21-33 
3. Submitting to parents 
6 Ephesians 6:1-4 
7 Proverbs 3:1-6 
8 1 Samuel 3:10-14 
4. Submitting in work situations 
9 Colossians 3:22-25 
10 1 Timothy 6:8-10 
Contributing 
A. Contributing through Spiritual Gifts 
1. Having gifts 
11 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
12 Romans 12:3-9 
13 Ephesians 4:7-16 
2. Using Gifts 
14 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 
15 1 Peter 4:7-11 
16 Galatians 5:16-26 
6 . Contributing to Spiritual Growth 
1. Desiring to help others 
17 Romans 1:8-15 
18 Philippians 1:3-11 
2. Preparing to help others 
19 Colossians 1:9-14 
20 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 
21 2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
3. Actions that help others 
22 Matthew 8:16-20 
23 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
24 Colossians 1.24-29 
25 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
26 Hebrews 10:19-25 
27 Acts 20:28-35 
C. Supporting Others 
1. Helping others 
• 28 Galatians 6:1-10 
• 29 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 
• 30 Proverbs 12:25; 17:22; 19:17; 
31:8-9 



























Book & Chapter 
2. Comforting and encouraging 
others 
M • 1 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
T • 2 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
3. Being sensitive to others 
W • 3 Matthew 26:36-45 
T • 4 2 Kings 4:18-31 
F • 5 1 John 3:16-23 
This informative outline on interpersonal relation-
ships and all Scripture references are taken from the 
Love One Another Bible study; ©Churches Alive, 
1978, used by permission. 
If you find these readings helpful, we recommend 
the seven-book study series, suited for individual 
and/or group study. For a free brochure, contact: 
Churches Alive International 
Box 3800, San Bernardino. CA 92413 
P O BOX 28. WHEATON. ILLINOIS 60189 
and a son, Jim, Jr., both of Sterling, 111.; five 
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. The 
service, conducted by Rev. Harley Stauffer, was a 
celebration. Interment was in Riverside Cemetery, 
Sterling, 111. 
Marks: Sandra L. Marks, born November 24, 
1942, in Baltimore, Md., died June 1, 1986, in the 
Waynesboro, Pa., hospital. She was married to 
Richard Marks who survives. She is also survived 
by five children and her parents. Sandra was a 
member of the Fairview Avenue Brethren in 
Christ Church in Waynesboro. In 1976 she started 
a Bible Study group at the Waynesboro YMCA 
and was past president of the Christian Women's 
Club. Memorial services were held at the Fairview 
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Musser: Ruth N. Musser, Grantham, Pa., born 
November 1, 1924, died May 5, 1986. She was the 
daugher of Bishop Irvin and Naomi Musser. She 
served as teacher and librarian at Messiah college 
for 39 years. She maintained her membership at 
the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., and attended the Dillsburg, Pa., Brethren 
in Christ Church. The memorial service was con-
ducted at the Messiah College church with Rev. 
John Fries of the Dillsburg congregation, and 
Rev. Dale Engle of the Cross Roads congregation 
officiating. Interment was at the Cross Roads 
cemetery. 
Pomeroy: Lula Pomeroy, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
born November 6,1892, died May 13, 1986. She is 
survived by a son, Harry, Hummelstown, Pa., and 
a daughter, Marciel Breckenridge, Fla. She was a 
member of the Messiah Village Brethren in Christ 
Church. She entered the Messiah Home in 1974 
and later moved to Messiah Village. Funeral ser-
vices were at the Messiah Village Chapel con-
ducted by Rev. J. Robert Lehman. Interment was 
in the Harrisburg East Cemetery. 
Wolgemuth: Irvin M. Wolgemuth, 89, of Mt. 
Joy,Pa.,born October 13,1896,died May9,1986. 
He was a member of the Cross Roads Brethren in 
Christ Church and served as deacon for 28 years. 
He is survived by 6 children, Lester, H. Earl, Ruth 
Heisey, Alma Engle, Ethel Kreider, and Anna 
Wingert; 2 brothers, Abner and J. Musser; a sister, 
Martha Lyons; 24 grandchildren; and 22 great-
grandchildren. Services were held at the Cross 
Roads church, Mt. Joy, with Rev. Dale Engle and 
Ben Thuma officiating. Interment was in Cross 
Roads cemetery. 
msj^eMer§ Respond 
I was deeply disturbed when I read 
the letter in Readers Respond (June 
1986 from Arnold J. Milne from New 
York. I hope there is an outpouring of 
protest to these views that I consider 
unscriptural. 
How can it be said that being homo-
sexual is a "God-given sexual orienta-
tion?" In Genesis we plainly read that 
God made male and female in His own 
image. The sins of Sodom brought 
God's judgment, and in Romans 1:26-27 
these sins are explicitly spelled out. 
These and other Scriptures show God's 
view of homosexuality. How can Mr. 
Milne say "God does not condemn all 
homosexuals. Certainly God loves them 
as well as all sinners, but does condemn 
all sins. Christ died for all of us, to 
deliver us from all our sins. 
Ruth Keller 
Dallas Center, Iowa 
I do not know what is the policy of the 
Visitor regarding letters used in Readers 
Respond. The June issue contained a 
letter by Arnold Milne in which he 
severely criticized the April editorial by 
Joseph Bayly, "Rome fell while moral-
ists slept." In a sense, you have given 
Milne an opportunity to write an editor-
ial and to express the error of the so-
called "Christian Gay" movement. All 
of this for the price of a stamp. 
Possibly this statement by Mr. Milne 
is the farthest from biblical truth: "Forc-
ing our children, through fear and 
ignorance, to pretend to be heterosexual 
will not change their God-given sexual 
orientation." 
I would like to counter this statement 
with the following quote from Homo-
sexual Fellowship Services, Box 7881, 
Reading, Pa.: "H.A. [Homosexuals 
Anonymous] believes that there is no 
such thing as a 'homosexual,' only men 
and women, created by God heterosex-
ually, who because of the broken world 
we live in, are confused over their sexual 
identity. H.A. members do not intro-
duce themselves by saying, 'Hello, I'm 
George, and I'm homosexual.' It is the 
paradox of Homosexuals Anonymous 
that people who become members dis-
cover in time that by God's grace, they 
are not what they thought they were. 
The discovery of this grace ensures their 
restoration, as dignified people, to the 
Christian community." 
Exodus International, Box 2121, San 
Rafael, Calif., is in a similar ministry. In 
their referral list as of January 1986, 
they have names and addresses of 20 
such ministries. 
Let's hear from some of those groups, 
and reject materials from those who are 
basically denying our message of salva-
tion and deliverance. 
Glenn F. Diller 
Grants Pass, Ore. 
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'oeve's 
"On being a woman at 
I remember a photograph from Gen-
eral Conference 14 years ago of a group 
of about 10 women who were members 
of Conference. It was considered some-
thing of an oddity to have that many 
women as Conference members. This 
year, such a photograph would include a 
much larger group of women composed 
of pastoral staff persons, board and 
commission members, delegates, dea-
cons, and seminary students. 
The contrast between the 1986 Gen-
eral Conference and ones of 10-25 years 
ago in terms of the involvement of 
women in the structural life of the 
church is significant. I feel good about 
the progress the church has made in 
providing for the increased involvement 
of women at every level of church life. I 
suppose some might tell me to be satis-
fied with the good things that have 
already happened and not to criticize, 
complain, or agitate about ways in 
which we still fall short of what I see to 
be the ideal. However, having just sat 
through a conference in which I alter-
nated between feeling hopeful and ex-
cited and feeling sad and frustrated, I 
need to be able to process both the good 
news and the bad news for women. 
First, the good news: to my knowl-
edge, more women than ever before 
spoke on the floor of Conference. That 
may not sound like much, but even 
many men will vouch for the fact that 
speaking in Conference is a scary thing 
to do. For women the fear is intensified 
by years of conditioning that we're sup-
posed to let the men do the business of 
the church and that what we say isn't 
important. Perhaps the most dramatic 
and effective example of a woman speak-
ing was Grace Holland who gave the 
theme sermon on Monday morning. 
wm! 
General Conference" 
A grassroots forum on teaching 
women and men to participate in the life 
of the church was attended by 28 people— 
mostly women. Clearly, many women 
are no longer content with staying in the 
background, but want the privilege to 
serve at all levels of church life. Net-
working among such women was, for 
me, a highlight of Conference. 
It was also encouraging to talk with 
men who want to facilitate the entry of 
women into sectors of church life from 
which we have traditionally been ex-
cluded. A conversation with one of my 
former pastors helped, I think, to raise 
his consciousness about the feelings of 
women. I also felt good when Luke 
Keefer Jr., chairman of the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine, reaffirmed pub-
licly that there are no structural hin-
drances to women entering the pastoral 
ministry and receiving the appropriate 
credentials. 
Now the bad news: in one of the offi-
cial opening prayers for General Con-
ference on Saturday, the speaker prayed 
for "all the brethren gathered here to-
day," in spite of the fact that many "sis-
ters" were also gathered. I know that 
"brethren" is used generically to mean 
both men and women, but since it takes 
so little effort to include the sisters as 
well, why not do it? Using inclusive lan-
guage is a significant, powerful symbol 
of sensitivity to every part of the body. 
(This concern about language relates 
not only to sexually exclusive language, 
but also to the way we talk about 
national and cultural groups of people. 
For example, our language needs to 
reflect the fact that the church is not 
limited to Americans, but also includes 
Canadians, Nicaraguans, Japanese, Zam-
bians, Cubans, Venezuelans, etc.) 
s^t Pontius' Puddle 
Not only were women (and others) 
sometimes excluded by language, but 
several times there were jokes told or 
comments made which had a decidedly 
"sexist" flavor. They perpetuated a men's 
locker-room mentality and the feeling 
that the business sessions of Conference 
are gatherings of the "good old boys." 
I'm quite sure that no one wanted to be 
intentionally sexist; in fact, those who 
made such comments probably weren't 
even aware of what they were doing. 
Again, I would appreciate more sensitiv-
ity. 
Even though I'm convinced that intel-
lectually most men are willing to wel-
come and include women, many are still 
influenced by traditional behavior pat-
terns which often prevent women from 
feeling welcome and accepted. On the 
one hand, again, women probably need 
to be able to look at the big picture 
rather than focus on so-called "little" 
things, but on the other hand, men need 
to know when what they do and say is 
hurtful to women. What may seem petty 
or trivial to some is not petty to those 
who are hurt or excluded. 
Of course, obstacles to women in 
leadership don't only come from men. 
This was reinforced by a woman pastor 
who told about how other women feel 
intimidated by a woman who is not only 
a wife, mother, and housekeeper, but 
also a pastor. Perhaps these women feel 
even more pressure to "do it all." Also, 
there are still many women who, by 
nature or socialization, prefer the tradi-
tional patterns. I want to be able to give 
those women the freedom not to aspire 
to positions of leadership, and I would 
like them in turn to be able to accept the 
aspirations of other women. 
Whenever one starts commenting on 
an issue as complex as this, one risks 
being accused of missing the point, mis-
interpreting, taking offense where none 
is intended, or making a mountain out 
of a molehill. I claim only to speak for 
myself and my own perspectives and 
feelings, although I know of other wom-
en at Conference who could make sim-
ilar observations. When we think of the 
1986 General Conference, it will be 
tempting to bask in the warm feelings of 
brotherhood, the inspiration of new 
church plantings and missionary enter-
prises, and the challenge to evangelize. I 
don't want to take away from any of 
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that, but rather to express my own feel-
ings as a woman as I participated in this 
particular General Conference. In spite 
of the "bad news" which ought not be 
ignored, I still believe that the general 
movement of the church is toward help-
ing women to use the whole range of 
spiritual gifts God has given us in minis-




Is "eternal security" a "bad word"? 
That probably sounds like a silly ques-
tion to you. It is to me, too. But some of 
my friends are asking. So I decided to 
write to you to sort out my thinking. I do 
know this; in all our talks in Rome and 
all your instruction after I believed and 
before I returned to Philemon, there was 
nothing that really sounded like what is 
now called Calvinism or Arminianism. 
Those categories are sort of dumb, 
aren't they? I think we ought to do 
something to get rid of them. Actually, 
eliminating the theological connotation 
of the term Arminian is easy: let it refer 
only to those people whose native home 
and ancestry is Armenia! And the Cal-
vinists? Well, I'm not suggesting any-
thing as radical as exile or extermina-
tion—just do away with the category. 
From what my friends are saying, it 
all seems to boil down to the issue of 
"eternal security." Some people seem to 
believe that if you get saved and are born 
into God's family, you can't possibly be 
lost, no matter how hard you try. These 
are the "Calvinists." They believe in 
eternal security. To hear the others (who 
don't believe in eternal security) describe 
the Calvinists, you would think Calvin-
ists believe they are free to sin as they 
please, since they can't ever be lost. 
I really can't imagine that there are 
biblical Christians, no matter what their 
label, who believe that. In fact, I met a 
real Calvinist the other day, Paul. Nicest 
fellow you could meet, and he certainly 
didn't buy the "license-to-sin" bit. 
Then there are the others (Brethren in 
Christ are supposed to be in this group— 
at least we describe ourselves as Armini-
ans). To hear some Calvinists talk, you 
would expect Arminians to be worn to a 
frazzle "trying to keep saved." You 
would expect to find them with dark 
circles around their eyes and frowns on 
their faces from worrying that this un-
clean thought or that careless word 
might just cut them off from God, who 
would cast them right out into the dark-
ness where there is weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth! 
I'm not sure what you would do with 
this controversy if you were writing your 
letters now, Paul. But let me guess. I'd 
get one of my clues from what you wrote 
about other controversies. Take the one 
that comes into focus in your letter to 
the Galatians. The libertines were on 
one side and the legalists were on the 
other. If I understand your response in 
such verses as Galatians 5:1 and 5:13, 
you found neither approach acceptable. 
Even though you used the word "lib-
erty," you had in mind something far 
different from the libertines' point of 
view. "Liberty," you seemed to be shout-
ing, "liberty indeed!" But liberty ex-
pressed in the context of godly wisdom 
and unbounded, selfless love. 
So what would you say about our 
controversy? Perhaps this: security 
should be lifted up as one of the gems of 
our salvation. Your own words were: "I 
know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against 
that day" (2 Timothy 1:12, KJV). It is 
significant that the very next two words 
following this grand statement of secur-
ity are "hold fast." What balance! What 
wisdom! 
I think I can also hear you saying (in 
the tone of Galatians 5:13), "security, 
yes, but not 'eternal' security." For isn't 
it true that using that word as an adjec-
tive tends to cause distortion? If we must 
use an adjective, why not "biblical secur-
ity"? Perhaps that would help to move 
us to the Scriptures where we would find 
the joyous celebration of security in 
Christ. And we would also find the 
admonition and encouragement to 
"touch not the unclean thing." The good 
news is not that we can't be lost, but that 
we can be secure! 
Well, I hope I didn't put words into 
your mouth, Paul. But I do feel better, 
having written. And I wish someone 
would start a campaign to get rid of 
Calvinism and Arminianwm. I'm ready 
to sign up. 
Yours for a biblically secure eternity, 
Onesimus 
Two mental images and a jotted 
note to myself provide the grist for 
this editorial in an issue reporting on 
General Conference. All three relate 
in some way to the concept of 
brotherhood—Christian community— 
which we often cite as an enjoyable 
feature of our getting together at 
Conference. 
The first image is that of Dan 
Brake, speaking from the floor dur-
ing a Conference session, calling for 
prayer support for the staff and the 
outreach of Life Line Ministries in 
San Francisco, which he represent-
ed. A sense of isolation from the 
brotherhood permeated his remarks, 
or so it seemed to me. (From three 
years of personal experience in San 
Francisco, I know exactly what he 
was talking about.) 
I was heartened by the fact that 
Conference stopped discussion and 
spent time in prayer for the Life Line 
staff and their various ministries. 
But real Christian brotherhood will 
not stop at one prayer; in the coming 
months it will reach from the hills of 
Pennsylvania and the wheat fields of 
Kansas to the streets of San Francis-
co . . . and also to the sagebrush 
of Navajo Mission, to the apart-
ments in Quebec City, to the dorm 
rooms at Timber Bay Children's 
Home and Messiah College, down 
the hallways of Messiah Village and 
Paxton Street Home, and beyond, 
to Caracas, Managua, Tokyo . . . 
well, you get the point. When ener-
gized by the Spirit, true Christian 
community finds creative ways to 
extend love and support beyond the 
world close at hand. 
The second image is of the brother 
who stood at one point in debate to 
share his own personal struggle on 
the issue of how the Brethren in 
Christ interpret Scripture in regard 
to credentialing women for ministry. 
He said he had left the 1984 General 
Conference "devastated" by decisions 
made by the group, and had spent 
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several months trying to reconcile 
himself to the action of the church. 
He told of writing to two church 
administrators, but failing to hear 
from either one. Finally he set up an 
appointment with one, but after a 
four-hour session, still felt dissatis-
fied. 
There's more to the story than 
that, but you get the picture. For 
some reason, the process of brother-
hood decision-making was seen as 
incomplete or unsatisfactory. Of 
course, there is a difference between 
"not being heard" by the group and 
"not having your views received" by 
the group. Compounding the prob-
lem, lines of communication between 
denominational leaders and a pastor 
had broken down. 
I appreciated the moderator's re-
sponse to my brother's impassioned 
speech. Bishop Alderfer apologized 
for the lack of adequate communica-
tion, noting that church administra-
tors are human and fallible (as are 
we all) and pledged that dialogue 
would continue. 
I know that there were other per-
sons at Conference who were hurt-
ing, too. (Women having spiritual 
gifts and a sense of call to some type 
of ministry are only one example.) 
But for the most part these hurting 
persons were silent during Confer-
ence sessions. Where did they (do 
they) find a sympathetic, listening 
ear? 
When energized by the Spirit, true 
Christian community will find a way 
to listen to and respect minority 
points of view, and seek to avoid the 
tyranny of the majority. 
And the jotted note? 
By Wednesday afternoon, I was 
so tired of people playing the Breth-
ren in Christ name game (or making 
jokes about playing it) that I jotted 
myself an "editorialize" reminder. 
For those readers of the Visitor 
who don't understand the problem, 
let me first show you one way the 
game is played. You see, my wife 
Linda has a "Brethren in Christ 
name." On her father's side, her 
ancestors include Samuel Bert, one 
of the founders of Roxbury Holiness 
Camp, and Sarah Bert, of Chicago 
Mission fame; on her mother's side, 
she's related to the late evangelist 
Harry Hock (to name just a few). 
However, I do not have a "Breth-
ren in Christ name." Apart from two 
articles an aunt wrote for the Visitor 
in the '20s, you will look in vain for 
the name of Pierce in denomina-
tional records prior to 1963. (Both 
my parents are active in the Dallas 
Center, Iowa, congregation—my 
mother since the late '30s, but they 
came to the denomination from other 
church backgrounds.) 
Depending on how some people 
play the game, the fact that I accepted 
Christ when I was a teenager, joined 
the church in 1962, and did Volun-
tary Service in San Francisco wasn't 
enough to make me really Brethren 
in Christ. You see, they couldn't 
hook me up with an ethnic Brethren 
in Christ name. But when I married 
Linda Bert—ah, now at least I had 
married someone in the church. 
Sound extreme? Well, it is . . . 
no one ever came out and actually 
said that. But I've experienced that 
message often enough (though it was 
conveyed nonverbally) and have seen 
and heard it communicated to num-
bers of other persons as well. 
I certainly do cherish the family 
and church heritage our children 
have—on both sides of our family 
(although we don't know as much 
about the Pierce clan as the Bert 
tribe). And I celebrate the contribu-
tions made to our church by saints 
with last names like Brubaker, Cli-
menhaga, Engle, Heisey, Hoover, 
Landis, Musser, Sider, and Zook. In 
fact, I am privileged to count as 
good friends persons with each of 
these last names. 
Perhaps I am mellowing, or becom-
ing better known around the church, 
or perhaps we as Brethren in Christ 
are making progress on this prob-
lem. At least at this Conference, 
when we found ourselves slipping 
into playing the game, we tried to 
make a joke of it (and that is prog-
ress). But I suggest it is time to take 
the next step, and to declare a 
moratorium on the "Brethren in 
Christ name" game, joking or not. 
In introducing author and theolo-
gian Clark Pinnock during the study 
conference on biblical interpreta-
tion, the chairman of the session in 
jest turned to Dr. Pinnock and said, 
"You know, you really shouldn't be 
here—you don't have a Brethren in 
Christ name." 
That, I submit, is precisely what 
we too often tell people who are new 
to our congregations or new at Gen-
eral Conference. "You really don't 
belong here, because you can't trace 
your family history back through 
our church records far enough." It's 
hard to get much farther away from 
the spirit of the New Testament, 
where Jesus castigated those who 
were trusting in their "records going 
back to Abraham" to provide saving 
grace. 
In fact, I know a number of peo-
ple who have come to the Brethren 
in Christ Church in the last decade 
who are far more ardent in terms of 
our understanding of faith and prac-
tice than some people who carry a 
"heritage name." 
So, having "Determined to Dou-
ble in a Decade," let's agree on this: 
that any name will be a Brethren in 
Christ name if the person has come 
to faith in Jesus Christ and is com-
mitted to fellowship with this small 
part of His church. I'll be happy to 
learn that you and my wife are third 
cousins, but my principal rejoicing 
will be to learn that through Jesus, 
both you and I have been adopted 
into His family. G 
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(Top) Discussion and prayer after each morning theme 
sermon. (Center) Delegates chose one Workshop from more 
than twenty-five to attend on Tuesday afternoon. (Lower) 
The platform staff wore (for a little while, anyway) visors 
presented to them by the youth attending Conference. 
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(Top) Charles Lady directing a male chorus—one of several 
special music features. (Center) The banner contest resulted 
in these banners selected as top prize winners. (Lower) 
Heather Frey, left, and Susan Fretz, Conference pages, 
check seating charts in order to deliver one of many notes. 
Evangelical Visitor 
